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To the moſt Reve-. 


rend Father in God, Zames 


by the grace of Arch-Bi. 
ſhop of Ardmagh , and 


Primate o all 
Ireland. 


Moſt Reverend Father in God, 
I beſt endeavours long 
ſonce engaged to your 
Graces ſeryve have never 
get found themſelves ſo pro 
prttouſly bi fr tended by occafs- 
on, as to make the World the 
wilnſſe of ther fancertty : 
. F .3-- 
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publicke 


The Epiſtle 
my derpe apprehenſion of your 


Gracious favour , which fir il; 


znpited me into this Kingdom, 


feconded by my inbred d'ſpo- 
fitron more ambitious to eX- 
| preſſe A thankefull heart , than 
direffed to private ends, 
could not ſlerpe without ſome 
acknowledgement, 
But it us the greateſt unhagpt- 


neſie of thank ful, induſtry to 


entreate ny better Orators to 


| plead t m ber behalfe than the 


tongue or pen ; both of which 
of tner ſubict themſelves to 
the command of ſycophanticke 


" *Para- 


Dedicatory. 
Paraſites thin obſervant 
; friends, and ſuffer th, mſel'ves 
ooner to be armed agazm 
warth, than drawne m defence 
of ingenuity : But with me the 
caſe ſtands otherwiſe, as with 
one whoſe words or wri-. 
« tings cannever ſufficiently en- 
able themſelves, either to 
commend the ſmcertty of mine 
owne affettion, or to flatter 
the eminency of your deſerving: 
The one bemg ſet abvye ex- 
preſston . the other of enyy of 
adulation, Sorry I am 


that this deformed C hilde of 
M A 4 


The Epiſtle 
my mauſtry preſuming rather ** 
on the precedenc 'T f b1rth, than # 
worth ſhould b:fere othirs of 
his brethren ( worthter in my 
cheyce ) adventure to aike 
hour Graces Patronage, "But 
opportunity in this can chal- 
lenge an advantage before 
worth , m that ſhe can as 
well improve the worſk, as 
crowne the beſt, Could I 
have proportioned this poore 
preſent, ether to your Graces 
Tudictous acceptance , or any 
affettonate obſervance, it had 
eaſt it ſelfe wmto another 
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| Dedicatoty. 
mould , than the modell of” 
this ſlender Treatiſe, reader 
to ſhrinke from his Patrons 
learned cenſure, than able To 
ſtand out im the Authors appro- 
bation, But ſuch as it 15, 
Ihumbly preſent , with my 
(elfe, unto your gracious ac- 
ceptance . wiſhing it noother 
deſtiny than my ſelfe , whom 
you, funce my arrival, baving 
cheriſhed in your favour have 
confirmed your grate full Vola- 
ry. The Sabieft ] bere offer | 
ta your Pew containes the pith 
and matter of three Sermons, 


. As pre 


The Epiſtle 
preſented heretofore to my 
«Uother the Vniverſity of 
Oxford, mm whoſe name 
they will no doubt finde an eas 
frer paſſage ints your Graces 
prote Ctiun, Not that I hold 
theſe Rrvolets worthy ſo co- 
pious and ſweete a fountarne 
whence they ſprung :. but that 
your Grace having often hs - 
noured our ancient Mother, 
as well with your acceptable 
preſence as learned exerciſe ; 
carinot but caſt an mdulgent 

e apon ' her unworthift 
Children, The Sceane where. 
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| Ded1catory. | 
m 1 haye bounded my Dif- 
courſe preſents - unto your 
Cenſure a ſacred Tragedy con- 
faſting of foure chiefe Attors, 
Viz, David an annoynted 
King : Abſolon an ambiti_ 
our Prince : Achitophel 
a, wicked Politician , and 
Cuſhay a loyall ſubief? * A 
paſsage of Hiſtory, for variety 
pleaſant, for imſtrub#1on uſeful, 
for event admirable, If the 
Pemne-man climbe not the 
herght of ſuch a SubicfF, T 
ſhall net 7 bope, fallbe. 
tow the meaſure of your 

EET gracls 


The Epiſtle 
gracious mo * In which 


confidence 1 ſhall finde my 


ambition aboundantly 
ſatisfied, and 
reſt, |; 


Your Graces in all 
Chriſtian dury to 
be commanded, Fg 


NATHANAEL 
| CARPENTER. 


Achi- 


| a4$4628688844 
| Achitophel | 


| 
T he wicked Polititian, 
| 


1 
W-- 7 2 SAMUEL Chap.17.Vcr.23. 
it And when Achitophel /aw that h1i# 
f connſell was not followed, he {adled * 
} bn aſſe, and aroſe, and gate home, 
L > andſerbu houſe in order, and hax- 
.. ged himſelfe, and was burted in the 
© ſepulcherof hu Fathers, h 
Wee T be firft part. 


HE chicfeſt objets where- 
on Treaſon kts it felfe a 
worke are Ambition and 


Diſcentent ; whereof the former is 
Bro. wont 


Achitophel. 


wont to faſhion the greateſt: hgpes 
out of the ſcaſt advantage ; the other 
ſeemes like tinder to catch fire at the 
firſt touch , and turnes the leaſt in- 
dignity into the greateſt indignati- 
on. This was well knowne to that 
grand Polititian Achirophe! , who 
finding Ab/olow,D vids fon atteed 
with either malady, determined to 
apprehend the leaſt opportunity to 
execute his ownt malice: and Da- 
vids ruine, : Davzd hee a longtime 
hated (as is probably conj<Aured 
by ſorrc interpreters) for the mur- 
derof Urias his nearc attine ; yet 
Jubtilty and {ecrecy, the two hand- 
mayds of humane policy, Rood al- 
wayes betwixt his hypecrifie and 


the Kings ſuſpicion, Asſo/on hee 


found in the heate and pride of his 
outh above meafire -ambitious of 

Lis Fathers Scepters, extremely , 
content with his fore diſgrace, and 
long baniſhment : The one an 
s umn 
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Achitophel. 

him out the way to Supremacy, the 
other to revenge, eaſily perſwading 
his crroneons judgment, that it ſee- . 
med tooſmall a fatisfaction for 4b- 
ſolon, againe to be entertained as a 
ſubje& too great a Curteſie for Da« 
vid to live a King, Every houre 
which addes tothe length of his Fa» 
thers reigne,ſcemes to borrow yeers 
from the thred of his expe&ted Roy- 
alty, and Juſtice her ſelfe ſeemes' to 
claimea part in his trayterous am- 
bition ; ſuch 1s the prerogative of 
ſelfe-bred a&tons to ſhut out preju- 
dice, and promiſo to themſelves as 
much faccefle as they finde excnfe. 
Here po/icy taught Achirophel to 
ſtrike whilſt the Iron was hot, and 
joyne iſſue with the firſt advantage, 

Time,the beſt moderator of halty 
humours, might perhaps have ſinoo- 
thed over Ab/o/o:5 guilt, or have 
flacked Davids ind ignation;and oc- 
calions of this kind at firlt ler ſlip,are 


after- 


Achitophel. 


afterwards rather wiſht tha found. 
What he long plotted is now come 
to execution, and his expeAation fo 
long groaning with ambition and 
revenge , at length racket on the laſt 


extremity. -What his policy in 


proofe deſerved, it proiniſed it felte 
an mens opinions, and himſcifethe 
firſt projector, he found entertai- 
ned the chiefe Attor in this conſpi- 
racy. 

. Nothing now ſkeemes: wanting to 


- the project but an open attempt to 


invade applauſe, and hoſtile prepa- 
rations muſt ſhew themſclves in a 
read ineſſe, rather for formality than 
oppoſition : as though he had alrea- 
dy wonne as much, as expecation, 
and viRory ſeemed already legible 
in cfb/olexs gracious preſence and 
the peoples forward acclamations. 
But fach conſultations neyer ſpeed 
well, where God is excluded the 
Counſel-table, and Hope, which u- 
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Achitophel. 


ſvally flatters the ambitions with 
the beſt ſuc cefle, oft-times betrayes 
them ro the worlt, 
David all this while lies ſecure,as 
one who out of a fatherly ingenuity 
might ſooner expect the hoſtile ins 
vaſion of a forraine Enemy,than the 
ſecret ſtratagems of ſo deare a 
friend : For what indulgent Parent 
could feare his owne overthrow to 
ſpring out of his owne bowels ? Or 
there to finde the ruine of himſclfe, 
where he hoped to ere the Trophy 
of his name and memory? But trea» 
ſon at length early knocking at his 
doores,awakes his ſleeping jealou- 
fie ; and time itis to dy unto for- 
retgne ſuccours, where he tindes his 
owne ſonnes and ſubj:4s the for- 
gers of (cditious treaſon and unna- 
turall rebellion, 
But that great Counſeller which 


4 turneth humane wiſedome into fol- 


| ly, and dircQs all purpoſes to his 


oOWnc 


Achitophel. 
-owneends , 1s not-wanting to: his 
ſervant David, making, earneſt in- 
tercellion : Chuſay is ſecretly ſub- 
orned by Davidunder the pretence 
of love and ſervice, as a Jjappoſed 
Friend, but diſzuiſed enemy,to creep 

' anto Abfelons boſoime, and oppoſe 
eMehitophelthat tranſcendent Poli- 


of God, had for his deepe wiſ:zdome 
hitherto paſſed currant,is now ſhut 
out,and Chwuſay this new counſellor 
admitted audience, Here beginnes 
the dawning of Davids happy deli- 
verance, and Achitephels deſervel 


| firſt concottion,(as Nateraliſts ob- 


| promiſe a reformation, But Prin- 
| ces$ ations are commonl 
to. no other lawes than t 


titian : Achirophel,who as an Oracle 


tragedy ; for as the diltemper of our ! 


! ferve) is ſeldomeor never correted | 

| in the ſecond: ; fo the firſt ground- 
| worke in State-policy, ill layd or ' 
| tempered , can afterwards ſcarce | 


conhn'd . 
ir owne _ 
; wils, * 


me OD 


; 


Achitophel. 
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nis # wils, and bootleſſe it is for eMchi- 
'2- # rophelto give further counſ:] where 
he wants perſwaſton : Deſpaire and 


Y 
_ ; indignationare at hand to ſecond 
'- þ his repulſe : and nothing now 
© | ſcemes left him for refuge ( fo farre 


as the eye of his worldly policy 
Il!- | could diſcerne ) but the preventing 
CIC | of Daveds officers in his ſhameleſle 
me }{ execution : » Ld when Achitophel 
—_ { ſaw that his connſell was not followed, 
lor &c. 
Ws 3} 2», Thisparcell of Scripture con« 
; taininga belels hiſtory of Acbsro- 
el ; phets laſt a&52»7 and end : naturally 
UT 2? ſhoots into theſe two' branches : 
D- Þ firſt , his provecation : ſecondly, his 
ed © iow : the provocation was the 
” & negled of his counſel], expreſſed in 
or F the former words of my Text: 
CC ® [eArdwhen Achitophel jaw that his 
W- * counſell was not followed: his aQti- 
"= » ons are decyphered in the latter 
NC + clauſe, [He {#aled his eAſſe, and 4- 
ils, : roſe, 


Achitoph-l. 


tive we may obſcrve theſe two cir- 
cumſtances. Firſt, what eAchito- 
phels counf:ll was, and wherein it 


© firſ 


roſe, ec.) in the provocation or mo- * 


- nat 


. nat 


conſiſted: Secondly,how,and which 3*nE 
way it was defeated. To beztn with 3 cat 


the firſt, we may reduce his policy * 
into two heads : for it conſiſted, ei- ? 
ther in hisapt choice or wiſe dire- | 


Rion : the former was evident in 


:that he tooke advantage. of ſuch a | 


S#6bjet+to countenance his rebelli- 


on, whoamoneſt all the children * 
of [ſrael was the likelieſt to goe the * 
fartheſt, Ab/o/ons birth, feature, * 
plauſibility, and high ſpirit ſeemed 77 
to ſpzake him a king at firſt ſight ; as * 


though nature and induſtry, policy 


wil 


and valour ſtood in competition ne! 
which ſhould challenge moſt in his ded 


advancement, In the firlt place to 
examine his 657th, wee ſhall finde 
him a Kings ſon : and although the 
ſecond of his Fathers race , yet br 
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Achitophel. 


* firſt in the peoples hope, Ofthe el- 


; deſt little mention is left us fave the 


- name , as of one by impotence of 


, nature , or.difaſterous influence of 
; the Starres, halfe canceld out of the 
; catalogue of D avids fonnes ; beſides 
Ithe claime and title to his Fathers 
! Kingdome, but newly began , and 
not yet cſtabliſht on ſucceſſion,gave 
no ſmall encour-gement to his high 
ambition :where birth-right affords 
no certaine challenge to Kingly 
*dignity, and the fathers choice in 
'deſigning out his ſucceſlor is ſcarſe 
"reputed warrantable, what other 
-obſtacle can ſtand betwixt him and 
overaignty aut Cods immediate 
wil or the peoples ſuffrage ?The for- 
mer ( as it ſeemes) he little regar-. 
&ded, as one whocither doubted of 
his providence , or ſhewed him- 
Jelfe too confident of his conni- 
x'Cnce ; the latter, as a matter out of 
cueſt ion, ſeemed ſooner found than 
a ſought : 


fs - 


Achitophel, 


ſought : as though opinion, which 
had fo-long: fawned 'on. his worth, 


could as cafily 'perſwade their ſuf- | 


frage, as command their, ſervice. 
Had yctany ſenſe of Religion , or 
care of:the publicke good invaded 
the minds either of young Ab/o/or 
the Prince, or Achirophel the old 


counſellor , they might firſt ot ſome - 
Prophet or other have enquired : 
Gods ſecret purpoſe of depreſſing | 
David, and exalting A#/*/os , or at 
leaſthave eſteemed hereditary ſuc- * 


ceſfion the belt challenge : well 
might Gods almighty hand difdaine 


poſition which never yet met re- 
filtance , and common cquity have. 


frampt' that currant , which cuſto- 
mary right and the law of nature 
had already eſtabliſkht amongſt moſt 
Nations, But their de'igns is not 
grounded upon Gods Law, or N- 
tures priviledge,' ut their owne fce- 
ming advantage ; as thouzh the di- 


vine 
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Achitophel. 


vine counſcll ought to ſtoope to hu- 
mane policy,and nature fotfake the 
ſcene where worldly wifedome 
comes in action. 

Behold here the firſt and chiefeſt _ 
character of a worldly-wiſe Poli- 
ticiar},who cares little/how greats 
rupture he makes through Gods fa 
cred lawes and common equity, to 
mcete with his owne advantage, 
chuſing rather to loſe his fſoule, 
than his wicked purpoſe ; as one 
by Patent allowed to difhence 
with any Obligation of Conſcience 
and religion ; hence may eafily be - 
diſcovered the errour of vulgare 
judgements, who meaſuring in- 
ward futticiencies by the improve- 
ment of our outward fortunes, re- 
pute thoſe men wiſeſt which riſe 
higheſt : bnt true wiſedome, in 
whoſe ſcale confilts the choyce 
of the beſt ends, and fitteſt 
meancs , hath taught us ratherto 

. ' entertaine 


Achitophel. _ 


entertaine than ſerve. preferments; 
and prize the quict calme of a 
ſetrled Concience, before the ſtor- 
my gueſts of ambitious Great- 
neſſe, 

Tis not the want of wit to pro- 
19, but of, wickedneſſc to practiſe, 
which keepes vertue poore,and de- 
ert unregarded ; neither are great 


advancements the uſuall badges of 


great worth, 

3. Theſecond thing whercof e-- 
chitophel tooke advantage in Ab/o- 
Hons perſon, was his faire and come- 
ly featzre, Abſolon, amongſt all the 
Children of 1/-ae!, was reputed the 
faireſt : His lovely vifage, diſh-- 
veld haire, the ſeemely ſymmetry 
and proportien ofall his parts, 
were as ſo many ſilent Orators to 
beſpeake applauſc,and perſwade aff- 
etion, Oar friends and foes we 
ſeldome owe to choyce , but Na- 
ture whichſtampes in every _ 

( acc 
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Achitophel. 


facc her ſpeciall characters of begu- 
ty and deformity , of love and ha» 
tred, ordaining them rather com- 
manders of our fancy than ſ-rvants 
to our diſcretion : whence eAri- 
ftotle had good cauſe to make this 
comely feature of the body one of 
the complements of humane hap- 
pineſle z as that which gives the 
habite of our vertues a more glo- 
rious luſtre, and opens a more 
ſpeedy paſſage to Heroicke Atts- 
ons, 

What greator motive could have 
happened to a ſeditious multitude, , 
whoſe affAions led rather by ſenſe 
than.reaſon , are better taught to 
fawne on ſhewes than fſabſtance, 
and ſwallow the moſt poyſonous 
drugges in golden Pilles, Nothing 
more dangerous than painted ſinne, 
and ugly vice couched under the 
protetion of a comely Counte- 
nance, will loſe the name,and ſeem 

p $-- | a ver- 


ec Were tm 


Achitophel. 
2 vertue : ſo muchis the bewitch- 


ing power of a beauteous perſonage 
to inchant the wiſeſt judgement, 
that per{waſion is of oftner found in 
the Orator, than the Argument, as 
though his lookes went as harbin- 
gers before his language, to prepare 
a roome and entertaine- attention. 
Of theſe eminent gifts of Nature 


notwithſtanding not granted to our 
free choyce , but rather -truſted to - 
our husbandry, no queſtion but Al- . 


mighty God the lender will ex- 
pet an intereſt. He that either hides 
his talent. in the greu1d,or miſpends 
his portion, ſhall finde the reward 


ofa faithleſſe ſervant; mach more 


ſuch graccleſſe Tenants, who turne 
their endowments to their worſt 
uſes, and make Gods munificent 
gifts the meanes and ground wot ke 
of wicked and irrcligious a&t1ons, 
Where God fowes he expedts his 


harveſt in theſume kinde ; and no 
grain 


Achitephel, 


graine fo meane 1n our cſtimation 
out of \which in proportion he re- 
quires not a timely crop, But where 
he findes our indultry (1acke in per- 


' formance:of this duty,or our malice. 


oppoſite to his profit, he com- 
monly workes his owneends out of 
our 1ntquities, and what parts and 
endowments we abuſe to finne, 


| hee juſtly direts unto revenge, 


4. Athird advantage in A/olons 


.. perſon faggeſted to Achitophels 


ob ſervation, was his faire carri- 
age. and popular plauſibility, A 
{weete and courteous deportment 
ſ{caloned with morality , and reli- 
gion, never wants deſerved com- 
mendation; as the ſureſt character 
of an ingenuous diſpoſition, and 
the moſt powerfull ſervant of ho- 


[neſt policy. For as it our moſt re- 


11gious ations, wee ſhould ſtudy 


rather to profit, than to pleaſe onc 


Auditors ; yet who never atfets 
B 2 to 


| Achitophel. 

to pleaſe, ſhall ſeldome have the 
happinefſe to profit : ſo much 
much more in civill affarres the 
beſt improvement is popular eſti- 
mation, and vertue, thoughnever 
{o eminent , ſhall ſcarce be reputed 
currant , it notſtampt by applauſe, 
or crowned with common appro- 
bation, 


Non te queſiveris extra, 


ſeemes rather an axiome of aſpecu- 
lative and retired Srozcke, than a 

ractick Srariff, . An upright and 
honeſt man ( I confefle ) would 
rather finde himfelfe at home in his 
owne conſcience , than fceke him- 
ſelfke abroad in other mens opini- 
ons : as one, Whoſe firſt care 
ought to be to forme himſelfe to 
Gods will, and his owne content ; 
| his ſecond , to husband his meanes 
! to mens applauſe ; yet comes this 
| | farre 
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farre ſhort to diſprove - an affable 


and kinde behaviour , or counte- 
nance a harſh or Cynica7 diſpoli- 
tion, Had no other affe&ion 
than this , poſſeſſed the ſoule of 
A8/0lon, or 1n him preſented it ſelfe 
to Acitephels obſervation , diſcre- 
tion, might have pleaded 11 the 
behalfe of the former, and hone- 
ſty of the latter, and neither have 
wanted its deſerved commendati- 
on ; the one perhaps might have 
beene thought ambitious, to in- 
herit aſwel the peoples love, as his 
fathers vertue; : the other to have 
applanied his Princes happinefle 
in the pooples love. Nevertheleſle 
popularity at the belt is a favour, 
which wiſz and diſcreete ſxbjets 
ſooner winne than afeR ; bezin- 
ning uſually with the Princes jea- 
louke, and ending 'with the ow- 
ners ruine, the defeX might bet- 
ter becomea SubjeR, the exceſſe 

: B 3 a King: 
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a King : neither ever had thoſe 4- 
theman Oftraci/mes found placein 
Juſtice, had not popular great- 
nefſe threatned the ſtate with dan- 
ger or diſſolution, How much 
more dangerous ſhall wee eſteeme 
this. popularity of A#/3/o0n (prir- 
ging from a rotten and corrupted 
heart, managed by wicked means, 
and direed to a treacherous con- 
lpiracy? | 
Three eſpeciall ftratagems were 
here put in practice, which might 
well ſfceme. faſhioned in A: h1to- 
rophels forze :; For the ſending 
of Abſelon for Achitoph:l to He- 
bron, excludes not a former con- 
jultation z neither is it* probable, 
he would fo farre hgve truſted him 
vith his ſecret cortn{ules, had he 
not firſt found him inclining to his 
faction. | 
The firſt engine of his ſeditions 
purpoſe, was his gloſling and fine 
'_ comple- 
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plement both in words and geſture, 
whereby he was aid to feale away 
the hearts of the people from his fa- 


_ ther David : he uſually ſtood in the 


palace. gate, he obſerved the ap- 
proach of ſuiters,he examined their 
particular grievances,cnquired the 
place of their abode : finally he kif- 
ſed and embraced them,0(faith he) 
that I were made Indge inthe Lara, 
that I might heare every mans caſe, 
and doe Inſtice, 

What zealous ſubjz& almoſt out 
of the ſeeming ſimplicity of his 
words would not ſwell with expe- 
Ration , and become as prodigall 
in his hopes as. the other 1n his 
promiſes ? The diſtance betweene 
Princes and Private men makes us 
often over-valew courtcjies, and 
the indiſcovery of fuch mens na- 
tures cauleth divers times their 
worlt actions to carry the beſt 
conſtrukion : but great promi- 
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fes are commonly feconded by ſmal 
or ſow performance ; and an eaſie 
matter it is to bee over prodigall 
on the ſcore , where we never in- 
tend a payinent. 

To boaſt wiſely of our ations 
and ſufhiciencies, howſoever op- 
poiite to ſample modelty or plains 
dealing honelty,was. never accoun- 
ted a /o/2ci/me 1n the jugling art of 
humane policy, But admit Ab/olor 
in this caſe had promiſed to him- 
felfe as much as the people , and 
{uFered his confidence to ſpread 
her wings beyond his abilities : 
yet ſerves this little, to excuſe his 
ation from unnaturall Mi/obeds- 
ence, or masked treachery, It was 
the part of a ſhameleſſe Cham to be 
an induſtrious ſpetator of his fa- 
thers n1kedneſſe : of rayling Rab- 
ſhake, or curſing Shimei to divorce 
- him from his ſubje&s hearts ; Na- 
tare would have perſwaded a gra- 

Cious 
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cious child withNoeahs two modeſt 
ſonnes t o have lookt awry,or g£2ne 
Lackward,no looner to ſee ere hee 
could hide his fathers ſhams. Al- 
legeance might have inſtructed a 


loyall jubje&t, to prize his Sove- 


ra19ncs credit before his owne_and 
drowne his greateſt honours 1n his 
Princes ſervice, 

But fetting aſide thee neare 
and high relations of a ſfonne to 
his father,or a ſubje to his Prince; 
the diviſion and divorce of friends 
to a generous teinper,, even a- 
monglit the Heathen themſelves, 
hath alwayes ſeemed a wicked re- 
venge to baſe ambition, Honour ſel- 
dome beſtowes her favours but on 
ſach as winne them in open field ; 
and Heroicke ſpirits have alwayes 
choſen rather dearely to buy than 
baſely to ſteale a vidory.T o ſteale 
away the hearts of our friends fa- 


yours more of a fleering paraſite 
| n B 5 than 
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than awiſe Politician, and to ſeek 
ſecret ambulhes,in caſe of open tri- 
all,argues rather ther the weakngs 
of our cauſe,than theſtrength of our 
ciſcretion, 

Nevertheleſlc this ſeemed a good 
ground for Abſolon to ſet , and 
Achitephel ' to worke on : And lit- 
tle can true wiſedome or religion 
__ in the Reare where wic- 

ed policy commands the Yaut- 

uard, A ſecond ſtratagem put in 
practice by A5/o/ox, and perhaps 
plottedby echirephed, to augment 
his owne plauſibility, was pulick- 
ly to flander his Fathers govern- 
ment with injuſtice & oppreſſion : 
The ſame Art which tanght him to 
Matter his inferiours,inſttuted him 
the way to calumniate his ſuperi- 
ours: So neare are theſs two oppo- 
fite vices knit together in a wicked 
cauſe, See ( quoth A4#/olon) (after 
examination of 'each ſatour ) hy 

| | Caſe 
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caſe 3s infl and pood, but theve is no 
min depured of the Ring to heare 
thes. | 
David began now decline afwell 
inſtrenzthas government:Age and 
Diſ:aſ« commonly grow together, 
and where the Maſter begins once 
to droope , the ſervants proove ei- 
ther careleſſely negligent, or laws- 
eflely inſolent, 
Theſe inconveniences perhaps ad 


- mitted by Davids Officers,and ob- 


2rved by AZl-n, rendred him 
obvious to exception, Greateſt pla- 
ces are commonly ſubje&t to the 
greateſt cenflices : But when Al- 
mighty God was never wanting to - 
David , 1 cannot imagine David 


- tobe much wanting unto his peo- 


ple : And although Strength and 
Valour; the darlings of his youth, 
begair in him to faint,yet wiſedome 
and experience,the children of his 
r1per age, ſtept in to A 

IS : 


Achitophel. 


his quartell, No otherwiſe then 
can we interpret this exception of 
Abſelon againſt his father,than a ma- 
hctous flander, deviſed for no other 
_ end than to make him odious, and 
him{elfe acceptable ; which hee by 
fo much the more hoped eafie to 

effet,by how much he ſaw the gid- 

dy multitude (as at all times ſo) e- 

ſpecially 1n this declining age of 
D avid,as deſirous of Novelty as fub- 

je& todiſcontent, 


The belt governours ſeldome | 


pleaſe long , and the worſt may for 
a time : worth is feldome fo emi- 
nent as in the abſence ; and the 
beſt Magiſtrates like the Images 
of Brutus and Caſſius, (related by 
T acitxs ) ſ:eme then molt glori- 
ous when they are moſt wanting, 
Envy and Detradion, like two 
venomous Serpents,”lurke alwaics 
in the paths of Juſtice ; and rhe 


beſt Rulers ſeldomefinde the freeſt 
paſſage 
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Paſhge. He that goes about to per- 
{wade a multitude , they arc not lo 
well | ada as they ought to be, 
ſhall ſooner want argument than at- 
tention, ; 
The reaſon whereof ( as a learned 
man hath obſerved ) is becauſe the 
abutes and corruptions in every 
State moſt inevitable , are for the 
moſt part ſenfible to vulgar capaCt- 
ties, But the hindrances of reformz- 
tion onely apparent to men of cx- 
periencel judgments, As cafic was 
it here for A4&/*/ox to Nlander as to 
ſpeake ; his eyes could no ſooner 0- 
pen, but elpy ſome objz& or other 
to animate his ewne projed&s,or the 
peoples diſcontent, Such 1s the 
boundlefſe malice of bafe infor- 
mers with the venome of their af- 
pick tongues to poifon our ſin- 
ccreſt actions , and preſent as tn 
a perſpective the leaſt mites and 
mole-hils of our imperfections 
| Wn, Itke 
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like huge and mighty Mountaines, 
This found David jn the midſt of 1 
calme and ſetled State, when mil- 
chicfe had ſcarce yet knowne her 
owneſtrength, nor time as yet tec- 
med with all the engines of gracc- 
lefle villany. What then ſhall wee 
now expet 1n theſz dog-4aycs of the 
worlds declining age,whereia ma- 
licious detration is eſteemed the 
quinteſſence of wit, and an ingenu- 
ous acknowledgment of mens good 
deſerving, accounted too great a 
courteſte ? Surely the beſt revenge 1 
can here invent tor innocence, can 
be no other than preces and /achry- 
ze , the armour ofa Chriitian and4 
conſtant: reſolution of the ſweet 
P/almift, I will pray yet againſt their 
WIC -defſe, 

Thethicd and greateſt impoſture 
Abſ«!vn pratiſed to make himſclfe 
plauſible, was the pretence of Reli- 
g#on : Avow he pretendedat leaſt, 
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+ to have made ofhis returne to He- 


brow, and there praiſing God after 
his ſafe returne to leruſ/al m, Da- 
vid is (ollicited to conſent unto his 
journey zneither could ſfacha pett- 
tion brooke a demiall, which comes 


* uſhered in under the ſhew of a re- 


ligious office, Hebron {2emed to D ae 
vid a place for ſicritice, to Avſolow 
for confptcacy : [eruſalem was too 
neare his fathers fight,or rather tco 
farre from his treacherous purpole 
to admit of lucha wicked Conven- 
ticle, .The meeting of fuch Conſpt- 
rators ſo neare the Court , might 
ſoone have opened the eyes of ſlec- 
ping jealcute, ayd betrayed the 
treaſon to diſcovery : Daved: coun- 
tenance mizht perhaps have danted 
the courage of his friends , orhave | 
wonne their loves ; And lealt the 
peoples aft-Azon to eLb/o/on ſhould 
row cold in his abſence, he leaves 
behind him his Paraſites $0 yy" 
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his cauſe, and at his approach to 
give the fignall, Moreover , to 
ſtrengthen himſclfe the better a- 
gainſt publick hoſtility or private 
miſtakes , hee carries with him a 
mu from /eruſalem to defend 

is perſon , and ſends for Achito- 
phel to Hebron to dire his coun- 
ſell. Nothing but the pretence of 
Relizion, could be thought a vizard 
to hide the face of this dangerous 
conſpiracy from the fight of ſufpici- 
on, Deceit never thrives better, 
than when ſhe leaſt ſeemes her ſelte : 
and vice ſeldome dares to ſhew her 
ſelfe in. publick , unleſſe the ſteale 
the robes of vertue , and aQuate her 
ſclfe with fly hypocrifie, Sarhen 
transformes himſelfe to an Angell 
of light, ,when hee intends the 
greateſt miſchiefe , and inſtructs 
his diſciples is the like poli- 


CF. 
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and praQice in all Ages ; neither c- 
ver comes wickedneſſe better ar- 
med than with the ſhew of ſeeming | 
fantity. Jeroboam, the ſonne of 
Nebat , who made //+ae/ toſin, had 
no other pretence than Religion to 
withdraw the tenne Tribes from 


 Ternaſalem by (ettingup a new Ido- 


latry. The Seribes and Phari/es in 
the New Teſtament, who under co- 
lour of Fafting and long Prayer,de- 
voured widdows houſes , profeſ- 
ſed the more rigorous and ([tricteſt 
obedience of the Law, Amongſt 
the three Sets in /eruſalem in the 
time of the ſiege by Tirus and Yeſ< 
paſian . [Toſep 5 obſerved thoſe to 
have beene the moſt notoriouſly 
wicked, who tearmed thetaſelves 
the zea/ows, But alas ! Pandora's 
boxe was not yet empty : the 
moſt of evills was reſerved to theſe 
laſt and worſt times , - wherein 
the greateſt finnes ace accounted 

. Articles 
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Articles of Fai:h,and a ſincere pro- 
feſionſtiled Herefe, Ignatins had 
not yet ſent his brood into the 
world with the Popes i atent, as ſo 
many Pealers to fell damnation :nor 
the Trideutine Conncell concluded 
that Idolatry and Superſtition 
ſhould paſſe for true Religion : But 
ſince the approach of this Medn- 
[as head, the World ſcemes to 
have ſuffer 2d a fatall Aferamorpho- 

fer, and wonders to inde her ſelfe 
fo groſſe a changeling, Could our 

{mall ſcantling of time diſpenſe fo 
farte 2s the diſcovery of the Rom 
Church, wc ſhould finde their 
whole Religion to be little other 
than a polutick hypacrifie , direXcd 
to nothing elſe but gains or great- 
neſſe : pretending.nothin : but Pie- 
ty, profeiling little eiſ: than m:- 
lice or propha .enefle, What vu'- 
gar judgment can interpret other- 
wile oftheir Pedlers pack of Indwul- 


Fences, 
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' gences,and ſundry other ſaperſtiti- 


ous juglings, but as of a mecre mer- 
chandiſe of ſonles , wherein every 
gracclefle Parricideas ina common 
/Aarket, at the hands of a mercena- 
ry Prieft may cheapen and buy his 
owne alvation ? Had all the »£chz= 
tophcls or Abſol:ns inthe world loſt 
their politick inventions , they 
might | ſappoſe finde them againe 
1mprooved in this State- Religion, 
No diſunion of the Church {- ſmall, 
which their rigorous conſtituti -ns 
pronounce not Herejie ; no {inne 1o 
heynous, for whi h their Pope dares 
not granta d ifpentation : as though 
lantity coniſted not 1n the inter-. 
nall difpoition of the man , but in 
tne outward conformity of the 
Church: and Pirty were pinnzd on 
the ſleeve of worldly policy, This 
politick {in of hypecriſie T no ſooner 
loſe among the Romanifts , thai I 


tind againe amongſt our home-bre\ 
. Sci/ma- 
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Sciſmaticks : Aſc of men 1 con- 
fefſe, with whom I ſhould hardly 
grapple, ſtood they not armed in 
my way : How Much the odious 
name of a Pwritanc hath abuſed ma- 
ny a ſincere Chriſtian ; we may 


learne by the writings of Becanus | 


the /eſaire , who hath paralleld 
our Pmuritanes in England, with the 
Huguenots of France, and the 


Calviniſts of Germany : Or not to + 
__-_ farreabroad , we may well | 


in fome of our owne mungrell 
Divines, who as it vere betwixt 
hawke and buzzard, can fe2 nic-ly 
to diſtinguiſh betwixt a Puritace 111 
opinion, and a Puritane in diſci- 
pline : and have taught the nam? 
contrary to the firſt inſtitution, fo 
tarreto enlarge it ſlfe , that a Pro- 
teſtant muſt make a hard ſhit, ei- 


ther by Popery or eArmintan{me ; 
to fave himfelfe harmeleſſe. But | 
with ſich mens hamours I never 


{fided, 
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ſided , to whom I profeſle. my ſelfe 
as oppoſite in AﬀeAion as Opint- 
on, Nevertheleſſe I have obſerved 


| inthe world a ſort of people, of a 
| malignant ſpirit , envying 1nothers 


what they want in themſelves ;; ha- 


 ving. coinmonly neither wall to 


learne, nor wit to teach ; neither 
humility to obey , nor diſcretion to 


- command : Yet for ſooth will they 
; keme fopreciſe and contemptuous 
© of othermen, as if Religion muſt 


be quoted in their lookes, and Sar- 
Fity were onely engaged to their 
ſervice, Thele can ſooner clpy a 
Afote jn other mens eyes, than a 
beame in their owne ; as though 
Conſcience were ſet to the height of 
their ſpleene, and Zeale were ne- 
ver taught any language but detra- 
Aion. Sometimes like thoſe an- 


* cient eAndatates , they fight with 
| ny (hut, 
ands next , 


ſtriking the man 


or like un- 
Skilfull 


that 
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Skilfull Gunners diſcharge their ? 
ſhot erc they approach the marke: ; 1 
other times perhaps they take their | 
aymec. ; yetſo, as they ſeeme to miſ- 7 i 
take the manforthe matter, as if 7 d 
they.intended-to ſpare the yiee, and | 2 
wound the perſon, Hence are Pw/- | 
pits become like Roman Paſquilr, | t 
_ ſRtnckfullof malicious flanders and | t 
infamous /ibe#s , apter to diſturbe | r 
the paſſion; than informe the: con- | t 
ſcience, Batfach fiery ſpirits I care- | 1 
leſly paſſe over, ſfcarce' worth a | r 
Schollers pen : in whoſe greateſt  t! 
downfell can -ſcarſe be _ the | v 
honour of a vitery, But having | q 
dweltſo long on this haſt circum- | < 
ſtance, I muſt (lewing many : h 
matters behinde ) follow my firſt »n 
man Achstophel obſerving Ab/olon, © 

5. The fourth and laſt advantage a 
obſerved by Ochitephel in Abſolons t 
diſpoſition, was his ſtout courage  C 
| and manly reſolution :what greater t: 

argu- 
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their } argument ofvalour, thanto rouze a - 


: - Lyon int operrehaſe, and promiſe to 


himſclfke a paſſhge- to. victory 


27 inrough the jawes of danger, and 
| depoſition of a lawfull King 2 Da= 
' vi; fortunate ſucceſle he might 
| well have: read 'in Golsahs over 
; throw, and theyoake impoſed on 
' thefurious Philiftines, Time had 
: not yet razed the Trophy's of his 
' triumphant youth , norage-cancel- 
| led from his countenance the Gh- 
| raters of his undaunted courage, 


the ſubverſion of a ſtately kingdom 


' was never eſteemed an eafie con- 


queſt ; and Soveraignty ſeemes a 
Center, unto which Providence 
hath chalked out the lines of few 
mens ambition, *Tis more than 
one Heſperian Dragon of difficulty 
and difa'!er, which is ſet to guard 
this goldew Tree; and what combate 
can be expe&ed, but of fach a Cap- 
taine, whoſe lcalt feare is his _ 
r 
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teſt danger ? Yet e-Ab/olon cngaged 
by eAchitophels advice, undertakes 
the combate : A6/olons ſtout heart 


gives {uddaine firo to his ambition, ' 


and Achirophels counſell Rtands,in - 


readineſſe to back and ſtrengthen | 
his ambitious courage : the one to * 


act, the other to proze&, the means 
his advancement, Strength and po- 


licy, which kldome ſhake hands, : 
archere accorded, or at leaſt, fora | 
time they will entertaine a truce: 


Achstophel being confident enough ' 


of his counfaile, required no fitter 
inſtrument to acquate his malice 


than Ab/olows couragious reſolutl- | 


on ; knowing right well that no- 
thing could prove more prejudici- 
all to Stare than armed madvefſe. 


This is no ſmall worke of world- | 


ly policy to ſtand aloofe, and give 


ayme to wicked purpoſes , and a- | 


buſe the haſty humours of hot ſpi- | 


rits to their owne advantage. 


Which | 
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Which may be well obſerved in 
our latter M-chevillians,who have 
delivered this precept as a prin- 
Ciple : Make no difference berween 
an evill ſervant and a good ; but wſe 
them both to thy owne ends, Cates 
lize thirſting for. nothing more 
than the ruine of his Country, and 
expiation of his diſgrace reccived 
from the Senate, could make ule as 
well of the pride of Lentulus, as 
the raſh valour of Cerhegus : The 
high blood ofthe one , and the fi- 
ry ſpirit ofthe other, ſerved him 

to good purpoſe : the one to coun- 

tenance , thz other to animate his 

wicked action : In like fort the 


| Perſian Novility ( as wee read in 


Zenophon ) enraged againlt Ar- 
raxerxes their King, fought occafi- 


| on toſide with the valour of the 
- Greciaxs,and ftirre up the high ſpi- 
' rit of Cyrxs the younger brother to 
revenge himſcte agatinlt the elder, 

, C The 
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The faireſt colours are ſfubjet to 1 
the deepelt ſtaines, and the moſt ? 
free and eminent diſpoſitions arc *' 


0 


| 
a 
commonly obvious to the greateſt |; © 
alterations , and ſuffer the greateſt } ] 
t 


to be ſooneſt poiſoned if once temp= 
ted with vaine-glory or difcon- © 
No marvaile then if the ſonnes of 7 
eAchitophe! ſurviving in our times, 7 
inſtrukted by their Fathers coun- ? 0! 
ſule,take advantage to worke their ': tc 
- owne ends out of other mens difſ- | W 


made, ſome (I feare) would bee |} be 


cending eAchitophel in malice , as |) th 
NIN noms ſhort of him # to 
n wit and policy ; who daily la» ? OV 


the badge of their owne virulent 
diſpoſition : for which perhaps,be-# 
fides the glory of their own ſhame, 
they cannot, with Achirophe/, - = my 
Mun 


bee 2 
rand- | 
2, a3 if 
him 3 
y la-” 
crates | 
ulentÞ 
5be-Bf 
1ame, | 
1, offi 


much! 


Achztophel. d 


' muchas pretend a cauſe, or deviſe 
7 an end, Butfuch men ſhall farely 
” anſwer aflwell for their owne {c- 
' ducemeats, as other mens tran{- 


reſlion ; neither (hall our faults 
erein be reputed leſſe than the in- 
tereſt we challenge in our brothers 


7 friendſhip. It is the part ofthe 


fouleſt . Spider out of the faireſt flo- 


2 werstoſucke poylon 3 of induſtri- 
* ous Bees out of ſtinking Hemlock 


to gather honey ; And thoſe who 
would rather be accounted Bees 
than Spiders, ſhould rather 1a- 
bour to 1mprovethe worlt humours 
to ſome good temper, than pervert 
the beſt 1nto.ungodly ations, In the 
former we ſhould follow Gods 


 owne example,who direfts and dis 


ſpokes wicked mens ations to his 
owne good purpoſes ; in the latter, 
the Divels, who takes occaſion out 
of the moſt ſacred things to worke 
miſchiefe. 


$4 Hither- 
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Hitherto (beloved) have we ta- !; ; 
ken a farvey of Achirophels wicked | 7 
policy,incleRing a fitſubjet, and * 
apprchending cf his beſt opportuni- |} , 
ties four the treaſon, The next poynt } | 
left to our <xamination,is his Dzre- 7 
fFion ;the which, while ] according 9 /; 
to my ſmall ſcantling of time, and J 
your »atierice ( I fearealready ty- } 


red ) hail ſtrive ro open, my ? ,, 
159'! int3he in worldly Policy |: ,, 
ſhall ( ” hope) excuſe my errors,or | ,, 
at 1-aft the diſcourſe of ſogreat a of 
1m.Chicte deſerve your beſt atten- ' 
tion, g . Mm 

6, Thus long have we beheld A- |} ;, 
csrephel, as in his private ſtudy, 7 
d=*vgring out a fit ſubjet, where- ! ;, 
by to worke his revenge on Da- | ,, 
vid, Weare now to obſerve him © 
ſitting in counſaile, and inftruHng 7 ye 
Ab/olon :The advice he gave, wee ©? ne 
KAnde are two-fold : 3: th 

The furſt, Subordinate and pre- 

; pera- 
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F- 
i peratory to ſtrengthen the Fas 


$ 
Y 
} . 
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tis n, 


The fecond, /aft and principall,to 


 ex<cute the ation, and ſecurethe 


ſucceſſe, 
In the former he counſailes Ab- 


Concubines ; Goe in (quoth he ) 
to the fathers Concubines , whom he 


' hath left to keepe the houſe, and 


when all Iſrael ſhall heare that thou 


| art abhyrred of thy Father, the hands 


d A- 
udy, 
2} ting the people tore tirmely to 
\ efb/clonsotelience:Neither in this 


: Rept he beſides his polic 
* ved himſelfe firſt, and 


7,4 cnc he oe 


of all that are with thee ſhal bee 
feng : In which counſaile wee 
may obſerve a double proje;firſt, 
in ſecuring his owne, and his 
friends eſtate : ſecondly, in uni- 


- he ſer- 
1s maſter 


 nootherwiſe than for himſelfe ; & 


| thought that counfaile loſt, as ill 
- beſtowed on eAbſolon, wherein: he 


GC 3 could 


Achitophel. 
could not prowiſe himſelfe either 
ſafety or advancement, He thought 
itill ſiding with a doubtfull rebel], 
or inconſtant friend, A#/olon, 
- howloever profeſſedly he had en- 


- gaged himſelfe to treaſon, might ! 
deceive his opinion , or faile his ' 
expecation:His pretended diſcon- | 


tent towards his father might (for 
ought he knew ) be onely perſon?- 


ted, tomaketriall of their allege- | 


ance, or his reſolution inconſtant 


who "a. 
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to forfeite them to danger. 4bſolox, 
thougha Traitor , was yet a fonne, * 
Davi4, though provoked,was yet a | 


Father. 
No Gordias knot was ever {ocun- 


ningly knit by policy,which nature 


carinot cut, or time diflolve, The 


priviledge of youth,or prerogative / 


of a Son may make this ation ſzem * 


rather a {cape than a ſinne : His | 

faults,how great ſocver,will ſeeme 

Tather Achitophels than his owne : 
and 
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and that which Tuſtice in others wil 
tearme Treaſon , indulgence 1n 
him will intzrpet Weaknefle, Da- 
vid may remit, and Ab/olox recon- 
cile, what the one ſuffered, and 
the other acted ; and then muſt 
Achitephel and his aſſociates either 
ſtand at take to maintaine their Ma- 
ſtzrs ation , or hazard their lives 
on the brittle conidenge of the 
Kings mercy. | | 
The breach of a {onnes —_— 
may perchance be pieced up wit 
filiall ſubmiffion ; but 4chirophels 
revolt ſeemes to expe no iſluz but 
death orvitory. The mid4le way 
in policy ts alwayes rejected as 
dangeruus, and the extreame re- 
quires the moſt de ſperate, and ex- 
treame attempts, 4 c-irophel 1s not 
here wanting to himiclfe : 45/0/01 
mult yet be engaged to a more no- 
torious action , uncapable of for- 
givencſſe, wherein all /r4e/ may 
. C-& read 
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read his abſolute revolt, and his 
Fathers greatclt indignation; 44/: - 
lon muli be knowne neither to re- 
gard,or hope for his fathers recon- 
cilement : Davids anger mult be 
thought inexorabie ,and that which 
Iaſtice requires, and the honour of 
a King commands. If Ab/olon hope 
to wed the Throne of //rae! , hee 
'merſt firſt violate his fathers bed : 
and to this his notorious at of 
treaſon, lethim further adde the 
ſinne .of inceſt. Petry crimes are 
the effets of inferiour offendors; 

Abſolon mult be thought as great as 
himſelfe:as one, who would play 
the King aſivell in his fnnes , as 

his ambition. Neither can this 

wikedneiſe be ſafe or thamefwl 

enough,if ſecret ; Secreſe which in 
other matters , co:;mmonly proves 
the mother of ſzcurity , is here re- 
puted the nurſe of danger, and 
gnilt, which uſually ſhunnes the 
lioht, 
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! light, is heredeſirous of diſcove- 


ry, Toſinne cloſely argues either 
feare or modelty ; neither of which 
can protect areb2ll, or beſcemea 
King ; Ser #P 4 Tent (quoth A.chi- 
toph=i) 9n the houſes roppe,. that all 
Iſrael may witneſſe thy finne, and 
thy fathers ſhame, and iaake the 
world at once both Lluſh and won= 
der, _ Letthy bruther e Ammo» fin 
in a corner, to decline cenſure ; 
Sinne thou in publicke, to ſtrike 
ceniure ſveecliiefſe, and ontface tlie 
ſevereft frownes of Iuſtice ; Let 
Ammsn commit inceſt with his Si- 
fer , gocthou inurito thy Fathers 
Concubixes:what was the weakneſſe 
of lut in him, ought tobe: the 
ſtrength of thy aſpiring greatncſle, 
Thy greateſt ſafety conſilts in thy 
greatelt villany and the leaſt bluſh 
ſeemes to betray thy cauſeto ditfh- 
denceand danger, Let Ruben treſ- 
paſle with one of his Fathers wives 

Es WY goc 
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2oc thou unto tenne of thy Fathers 
Concubines : that this thy fact at 
once may ſurmount both example 
and imitation, Then the hands of 
all that are with thee ſhall be ſtrong: 
They ſhall ſpecde no worſe than 
Abjolon , and therefore ought to 
feare no more, To fall with our 
Captaine fſeemes the leaſt duty: 
Toriſe with him the greateſt ho- 
nour; and who. but a coward,would 
f:areto hazard the life ofa Subjet 
to make a King ? Great dangers 
and great honours beginne and end 
in the ſame circle : neither is the 
pathſtrowed with Violets and Rc» 
 fes, butdeath and ſlaughter which 
leades the tents of Victory, This 
was Achitophet: firſt Counſaile, as 
dangerous to decline, as deſperate 
to execute : but deſperate and cx- 
treame * purpoſes are engaged to 
the like meanes, and fincere ho- 
nelty inthe courſc of policy _ 


C 
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fhe findes not her ſelfc admitted as 
the chiefe Miſtres, will ſeldome 
prove a trulty ſervant. 

7. Oat of this counſaile of Achi- 
rophel,not only plotted by himſelfe, 
but ated by A4/- lon, will ariſe two 
eſ>eciall obſervations : The firlt 1s 
the fulfilling of Gods judgement, 
and Nathans prophecy, threatned 
before to David for his ſinning 
With Bethheba, and Uriabs mure 
ther : Behold ( faith God, through 
the mouth of Narhin) 1 will raiſe up 
evill againſt thee out of thine owne 
houſe,aud will take thy Wites before 
thine eyes, and will give them uns 
to thy neighbour, and he ſhall lye 
with thy Wives in the ſight of the 
Sonne : for thou diddeſk it ſe- 
cretly, but I will doe this thing 
before all Iſrael, and before the 
Sunne, Such is the wiſedome 
of Almighty GOD, which can 
works his. owne good out, of our 

F7 wicked. 
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wickedneſſe, and make our unju- 
ſeſt actions the inſtrumentall ex- 
amples of his owne juſtice ; Our 
very ſinnes, though falſe traitors to 
the owners , prove truſty executio- 
ners of :3eds ju{gements :. and an 
eaſie matter it is for that wite diſpo- 
ſerof all wordly actions, to turne 
mans greateſt ſhame into his grea- 
teſt glory.Secondly,we may obſ-rve 
It as a Maxime 11 worldly policy : 
That ain can ſeld-me ſecure it ſelfe, 
but &y addition rf greater: where the 
houſc 1s /»-p: & garni/hed, and one 
Divelt 1s too little to enter, ſeven 
Davels greater than himſcife , are 
preft to givea f:eih aſſault ; 1or 
there 1s no way lcft for ſinne to 
ropazate its power, but finne : 
Nor cantruth ever be entreated to 
adventure her felfe as apledge for 
falſe-hood , or ſtake her credit for 
aprofcſ24 enemy. Religious pro- 
vidence, and worldly policy may 
« (Ican- 


Achitophel. 


(I confeſſe) ſometimes runne toge- 
ther, but fldome ſhake hands. The 
path of the one as aſtrait line wee 
tinde alway as one, and. like it ſelfe; 
of the other, crooked, and various, 
and engaged to many diiticulties ; 
If ever they chance to meete , it 1s 
but as ina point , and ſo ſoone part. 
the further theg wee runne in this 
maze of worldly policy, the further 
we eftrange our f:lves from piety 
and the diſtance, which at firſt ſee- 
med below the Senſ:,will at length 
be found above the underſtanding. 
Every ponderous ſubſtance ( as 
Naturalifts obſerve) the more tt 
deſcends, the faſter the motion : 
No moment of ſpace, or time 
wherein wee traverſe the way of 


. wickedneſſe, which addes not 


fome weizht to the maſfie burthen 
of our orizinall impiety , and 
ha{icns not our paſſa:e to perdi- 


tion, One ſinne ſeekes to ſecure X 
4 oo 
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ſclfe by many , and ſmaller crimes 
finde no fafe proteRtion but in the 
ſhelter of the greater. Trea/on and 
#ſwrpation Cannot- ſupport them- 
ſclves, but by the fword cf Tyran- 
ny : Malice invokes revenge te 
helpe her, aſliſted with her ſervants 
Aturther and Detratti»», [ngrati- 
rude will ſoone breake into open de- 
fiance,and neglect of Gods precepts 
is commonly ſeconded with con- 
temper ; atleaſt, '\when all others 
withdraw their forces, Impudence 
and Hypocrifie are fworne to backe 
their quarrell : whereof the former 
can out-face the {evereſt cenſure,the 
latter blinde the eyes of the ſtricteſt 
inquiſition, . 

Who'cannot here obſerve a great 
diſtance betweene Chriſtian and 


worldly policy ? The one counſells - 


us to makoup the breach of our ſins 
by a ſincere repentance ; the other 
fo calarge”it with greater villany. 
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B inde not two ſinhes together, for in 
one thou ſhalt not eſcape nupuniſhed, 
faith the wiſeſt of Kings, But theſe 
Polititians holding themſelves wi- 
(er than ths wiſeſt, hold repentance 
baſe , and perſeverance i;inne ge- 
n2couns. . Nobler they ſuppoſe it to 
adventure forward with danger, 
than retire backe with ſhame :; as 
thouzh they meant to ſhew them- 
ſelves induftriouſly reſolute to ſell 
their part in Heaven, and purchaſe 
their owne damnation, But theſe 
we mutt leavea while to thzir own 
rejoiutions , perhaps w2 ſhill finde 
them againe, with. A-h:rophel han- 
ging on the gallows : whoſe ſecond 
and laſt counſell offers it ſelfe in the 
next place to our examination. 

8 Hitherto hath Achirophels care 
beene to-ſ{treagthen the fairy , 
both to ſecure himſclfe, and unite 
the hearts of rae! more firmely to 
6/elon their Leader, His fecond; 


direftion 
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Direftion concernes the ſpe:din3 of 
the execution : Let me now chooſe ont 
( quoth Achitephel) rwelve thouſand 
men , and [ will ariſe, and purſus af< 
fer David this xight, and [ will come 
upon him while hee is weary, and 
weak:handed, and make him affraid, 
and all the people, which are with hims 
foall fly, and I will [mite the king one- 
ty, and 1 will bring back} all the peo- 
ple unto thee . The man whom thou 
feek-ft, is as if al returned 1. So all the 
people ſpall be tn peace, In which 
politick advice of Achirophels three 
remarkeable circumſta:;ces offer 
themſelves to our obſervation : 
which by reaſon of the fcantling 
of time, and your wronged pati- 
ence, 1 ſhall be conſtrained ra- 
ther to touch than handle, In the 
firſt place, his defire was to have as 
well, as his Head in the conſpira- 
cy, fo his Hand in the cxecution ; 
perhaps becauſe hee hated mou 6 
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} hewasambitions to ſhew himſclfe 
the executioner of his owne re» 
venze , and Davids ruine : perhaps 

; out of vaine- glory 2 that hee might 

| ſcemeasableto ac, as wil to pro- 
jet a miſchiefe ;. perhaps out of 
an othci us flattery to engage «Ab- 
{olons thankfulneile by a doubleſer- 
vice ; But that which ſeemes to me 
moſt probal-le , was his extreame 
jcalouſie, not daring to truſt ſo yong 
an experience with a matter of {0 
great moment. Ab/elons youth ſce- 
med perchance tuo ſhallow to en- 
tertaine the depth of his dire&i- 
ons :his blood too neare to uut-face 
the frawnes of a Fathers anger ; or 
the awe of filiall duty could not be 
ſuppoſed a fit ator in Davids Tra- 
gedy, The hardeſt Iron at the firſt 
touch of the Loadffone is rdtored 
to its firſt temiper, and con- 
ceives a Magneticke inclination, 
And why might not Davids fiery 

- affault 
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affault, or gracions countenance in 


his rebellious ſonne :4b/o/2n en- 
force nature to returne unto her 


ſelfe, ard kindle in him the ſparks | 
of filiall duty and obedience? Here 


may aman read theſtate and condi- 
tion of wicked policy, expoſed toa 
thouſand dangers, and fubje& to a 
thouſand jealoufics : Well may fuch 
men, as D amocles at Dionifius Table 


feed their hopes with thedaintics ? |: 
yctGods fearcfull judgments, as a 3 
ſword pendulous over their hcads, 


is alwayes ready to threaten a de- 
ftiufion, *Tis not then a good, but 
an cvill conſcience. which makes 
men cowards: Onely he who wants 
guilt, wants feare ; and noth117 but 
a cleare conſcience can challenze 
true mother-hood in a conragious 
reſolution, 

The ſecond point we obſerve in 
eAchitophels counſ:1], was a ſtrata- 
gem of Diverſion ; His quarrel was 
not 
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0 
no* againſt the people, but David : 
his purpoſe to preſerve the King- 
dome, but deſtroy the King ; and 
therefore thought 1t not ſo meete to 
hew out his paſſage to Davids over- 
throw through the blood of the 
ſubjets, as by the Kings forfeyt to 
purchaſe them to -Ab/olens od i= 
ence, His fir{t care was to ſtrike at 
the roote it felfe., well knowing 
the branches would fall of their: 
owne accord ; and the peoples al- 
legiance once dead in David, 
would ſoone quicken againe in Ab= 


/olon, 


The ſtrength of //eel is ſhut up in 
the Princes Palace, and the ſame 


ſoone 1naſter of the other. This 
counſ?1l ſeemes to partake as well 
of good as bad : with the death of 
one to redeeme the life of many, in 
the rigorous Lawes of hoſtility 
{cemes net a duty, but a great cour- 

© tee, 


Achitoph:l. | 
teſic : But to ſell a King to buy a 


Kingdome, and ſtake one Prince 


for many ſubjeas,is leſſe than cour- 
telie , and more than cruelty, 


Netther was this courſe affzRed by . 


Achitophelto ſpare the lives of in- 
nocents ; or avoyd a greater imiſ- 
chicf2; but that he found it an ca- 
fier way to conquer David, and 
reduce the people under the yoake 
of Ab/olon; juriſdiction. 

The go-d, which politicians uſe 
topretend, commonly ſwells in 


ſhew , but ſhrinks in ſubſtance : as 


the Ocean, they would ſeeme to 
flow in their kindneſſes, and em- 
brace us with twyning armes, as 
the waves the Continent ; but ſec- 
king to lay hold on them , we find 
them commonly to- cbbe into no- 
thing , and ſnatch back their owne 
with ſome advantage: If th 
Chance to be Authors of any od, 
it ſerves onely to flatter "_— 
an 
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and deccave ſimplicity : not that 
they love good , but that they may 
be the better armed to worke mif- 
chicfe. To commit evill for a good 
end, ſcemes to beare a better pre- 
tence before men , than excuſe be- 
fore God : But to ſuffer,or at ſome 
good foranevill end, is the height 
of mans wickedneſſce, and the De- 
vils inſtitution, 

The third, and laſt circumſtance 
inthis Achzrophels connſell, was by 
a ſuddaine and unexpected afiault to 
take the beſt advantage of his owne 
ftrength, and Davids weakneſle, 
1 will (faith he ) /nddenly fall on 
David while be is weary and weake- 
handed , and the people ſoull fly, 
To joyne with mens misfortunes, 
and adde to miſery , ſhews rather 
baſeneſſe of the man , than confi- 
dence of the cauſe ; and to ſe- 
cond Gods afflitions with our 
OWNC IEVENRE , 15 a marke of Gods 

R inſtru- 
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inſtrument, but the Devils ſervant. 
The apprehenſion of an apt oppor- 
tunity ts of it ſelfe (I'confeſle ) a 
matter indifferent as well to good 
as wicked policy :Yet haſty and un- 
expected actions commonly carry 
with them a greater ſuſpicion of 
guilt.than diſcretion;asthat,which 
-ſeckes 'to prevent a tryall, and 
feares diſcovery, Time, the father 
of truth, would (queſtionleſe,) have 
betrayed A6/alons .cauſeto common 
examination , and reduced the di{- 
contented {ommons to their firſt 
temper, David might have given 
Mtisfaction, and allegeance have re- 
vived in his ſubjets hearts, Ne- 
cellity, which perhaps begat the ct- 
fets of ill government, might have 


arged the cauſes and reafon, which | 


at the firſt ſeemed to fawne on their 
diſcontent, - might afterwards be 
taughtto corre& her errours , and 
ſuppreſſe their infolence, All this 
Achito- 
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Achitophel knew right well, and 
therefore choſe rather to take ad- 
| vantage of the peoples ſuddaine paſ- 
| ſion than their maturer judgment, 
as one, who had goud cauſe to ſhun 
a legall Inry, where hee could pro- 
| miſe himſelfeno other than loſe in 
the fatall verdic, 

! Hitherto (beloved )have we tra- 
ccd the foot-{teps of our grand tray= 
tor Achirophe/through all his poli- 
tick counſells, and unnaturall rebel- 
lions : Your expectation I know 
{ (though almoſt tyusd ) kath long 
| erethis runto the place of executi- 
| on, andproclaimed his comming ; 
But your wronged patience, and 
my want of time hath enforced me 
to reprive him till another Seſſion, 
To God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the holy Ghoſt be aſcribed al gle- 
rJ, power, and praiſe, now and for «- 
vermore, Amen. 
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T be wicked Polititian, 
2SAMUErL Chap.17.Vcr.23, 


connſell waggnot followed, he ſadled 


bu aſſe, and aroſe, and gate home, 


| ſepwlcher of bis Fathers, 


| T he ſecond part. 
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man to be fortunate than wiſe, For 
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And when Achitophel ſaw that hn ; 


l and ſet bu houſe in order, and han-| 
| ged himſelfe, and was buried in the 
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worldly wiſedom, though ſhe ſeem 
alwayes to fawne on fortune, yet 
can never command , and ſcldome 
entreate her ſervice, It hath becne 
thought the pride and priviledge 
of that power which we call For- 


' tune, to beſtow her beſt favours 
| wherc ſhe findes leaſt worth ; to 


crowne folly, and crofſe wiſc- 
dome ; to make fooles happy,and 


| the wiſe unfortunate : Asa Queen, 


ſhe is ſuppoſed to ſhew her 'greateſt 
in mans weaknefle ; to 
oth, and envy induſtry ; as 
jealous, leaſt mans wit or en- 
endeavours ſhould challenge any 
oo in her prerogative, But he that 

nowes wiſely how to arbitrate 
betwixt the clouds of Pagan ig- 
norance,and the cleare Sunne-ſhine 
of Chriſtianity , betwixt Poeticks 
fancies, and Propheticke Viſions, 


| ſhall finde vulgar opinion oaly mif- 
| taken in the name, aſcribing that 


' =: tranſ- 
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tranſcendent power of diſpoling 
worldly ations toa Deity which 
they called Fortune which Chriltt- 
an knowledge might have taught 


them more properly to have termed | 
And howſoever they | 
. Have bounded her large Empire be- | 
yond theirewne reaſon ; yet Chri- 
ftianity hath travelled much far- | 
ther,& yet can preſcribe no limits ; | 


Providence, 


&s that which tranſcends into an in- 
finite,andoutreacheth'the eye of all 
diſcovery 


triumph moſt , where to men ſhee 
ſeemes to have leaſt power, Her 
chick glory is toſet up her en{ignes 
on the gates of mans pride, and 
tread on the neck of worldly polt- 
Cy, No marvaile then that 1n the 

great 


. And though no place 7 
hath been ſound fo baſe in the Thea- | 
ter of Nature or Civill actions, | 
wherein Providence cannot fhew | 
the aboundant Trophy's ofher mag- | 
_ nificence ; yet there deſires ſhee to | 
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great politician Achitephel,. in 
whom neither loyalty could. com- 
mand reltraint , or per{iwade duty; 
whom neither undoubted valoar 
could checke, or danger terrific ; 
onely Providence could challenge 
the juriſdiction, His. politicke ob- 
ſervation of Abſolons diſpoſition & 
rare endewments deſigning him 
out as a fit ſubjet. for Fis treaſon, 
ſeconded by his crafty and.irreligt- 
ous Tounſaile of abuſing Davids 
Concubines,(through which in my 
former Sermon in this place I_ 
uſhered forth your attention) had * 
hitherto paſſed current , and found 
inevent as muchas 1t promiſed in 
expetation. AS/olon had hitherto 
expreſſed himſelfe no worle a leay- 
ner than he a tcacher ; that the 
World may well doubt, whether 
the one were more happy to pro- 
zeR, orthe other to put in practice, 


the & Nothing now fcemes remaining 
Treat * 
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behind but toftrike the leaſt ſtroak, 
and give the fatall onſet, Davids o- 
verthrow and A6b/#/ons advance- 
ment together appeare in ſight,and 
his long and tedious ambition as 1t 
were within a league arrived at the 
port of victory.Let not Ab/olon play 
the truant in his laſt leſſon, and 
within a few houres the voyce of 
iſrael (hall faluate him King. But 
the change of a good Maſter of- 
tentimes makes a non proficient 
Scholler ; Achitophels precepts 


muſt be corrected by Chuſay, his fe- | 


cond Tutor, Two eyes are preſit» 


med -to diſcerne more than one; | 
and the rugged and uneven knots | 
in our firſt invention, ought to be | 
filed by the ſecond, Though Achi- | 
rophet 1n counſiile be a politician, ! 


yet Abſolon in ambition is a King, 


and therefore ouzht to arrogate to | 


himſelfe aſwell the honour of the 
coquelt as of the Sceptcers, Too much 


it 


| 
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it might ſeeme for eAchirophel to 
have both ; too little for « Ab5/olon 
to have no hand at all in this King- 
ly projet. If Ab/olon dare not 
truſt his owne advice , yet lethim 
ſhew his liberty of conſent, Wiſc- 
dome confiſts as much in choyce as 
in 1nvention ; neither ſeem?s it the 
leaſt of Abſel/on; prerogative , a- 


. midſt divers counſellours to de- 


clare himſelfe a Kivg : Achitophel 
ſhall be ſuffered to ſpeake his mind 
as an aſliſtant, not to determine 
cauſes as a Iludge ; and therefore 
muſt pardon eA6/olon , if appro- 
ving him in all the reſt, hein 
this one diflent, But oftentimes 
he that can beſt at., can worlt 
penne his owne part : And there- 
fore no marvaile if A6/o/on uſur- 
ping the othce of Achitophel began 
to faile in his laſt a. But to leave 
Abſoloy to his head-ſtrong will, 
we mult here ſearch more nearcly 

. D 3 into 


Achitophel. 


into the neglet of eAchirophets 
counſtile ; which being the 1c- 
cond part in the former fubdiviſi- 
on of my Text , offers it ſelfe as 
a ſubject for this dayes exercit& 
Ard when eAchitophel ſaw that hy 
connſell was not followed,ooe, 

2, Achitophels countz1l thus de- 
feated ( as you have heard ) offers 
it ſelfe to our enquiry under the 
obſ-rvarton : of their cauſes and 


their concomitant circumſtances. * 


The cauſes preceding the fat wee 
may obſerve to be twofold; ei- 
they Primary, or Secondary, The 
Primary we finde to be no other 
than Almighty God , from whom 
all other inferiour agents derive 
their ſtrength and ation. Where 
Nature beginnes and Reaſon ends, 
there .muſt we place that omnipo- 
tent and eternall power, as the 
Center from which all operati- 
ons firſt ſpring , and the bound- 
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lefle cirewnference into whichall 
Diſcourſes runne, Betwixt this 
Eternall and [aferionur Agents, as 
the diſtance knowes no proportl- 
on, fo reaſon could never finde 
re;iitance or oppoſition :; and ea- 
fie was '#t for that omnipotent 
Providence, to whom Ac#:tophels 
counties were from all cternity 
dilcovered , [. decreeas well the 
meanes, as the end of his de- 
feate, For as in the vaſte frame 
f Nature, bodies compared one 
with the other ſzem2 Heteropexed/, 
conſlilting of -divers and oppoſite 
operations : Yet as ſo many 
W heeles in an artificiall Engine, 
are by the ſame hand dire&ted to 
the fam? common uſe ; {o the 
actions and counſels of men, how- 
focver- cajuully they ſeeme to meet, 
and juſtte one the other , are not- 
withitanding preordained- by the 
lame finite counfaile to-cooperat©c 
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to the ſame univerſall end.W hence 
will naturally ariſe this obſervati- 
on ; That howſoever men may propoſe 
to themſelves , it is onely in the power 
of Almighty Ged to diſpoſe, A propo> 
ſition better knowne as a Proverbe 
among men ,than acknowledged 1n 
their practice, Had yet the great Po- 
litician of this world as much Lo- 
gicketo judge, as cunning to con- 
trivetheir owne plots, they would, 
cueſtionleſſe, out oftheir combinz- 
tion of ſecond cauſes , without re- 
ſpe& unto the firſt , rather ſuſpeRt a 
lacy, than promiſe a demonſtra- 
tion. Had they as much acquain- 
tance with Cods Word, as their 
owne wicked and prophane Axt- 
omes;they would have heard the 
Lord often threatning, in holy 
Scriptures to ſtagger the counſell of 
the wicked, & turne the wiſedome 
of tho wiſeſt into folly. Had they ra- 
ther deſired tobe inſtructed , than 
| , attc- 
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fattered,by experience,they would 
have found of their profeſhon, in 
ſtead ofa few crowned happy by 
event, tenne thoufand miſcarry in 
the mcanes, A good ſuccefle, like 
aſlyc Paraſite , rather ſoothes than 
commends our ation, and like a 
coy Miſtreſſe proſtitutes her flfe 
to mens neglet , but frownes on 
their ambition. Bur theke are po- 
pular arguments , ſubje& almoſt to 
common ſenſe, wherein every com- 
mon obſervation may claime a 
ſhare.” Should we ſearch with more 
lubtilty, either as ſonnd Dsvines,or 
deepe Philoſophers, into tho myſtc- 
rious manner. of Gods working; . 
wee ſhall finde no ſmall —_ 
ment to be drawne from the diſpa- 
rity betwixt Divine Providence, 
and Worldly policy, The plots and 
counterplots of men arc uſaal- 
ly ded , either. upon open 
efflance, or flye Diverſion, 
. D 5 The 
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The one is taught us in the booke 
of Nature ; wherein we may read 
the interchangeable conquelt of the 
elements in their mutuall conflits 
 &operations;the other is grounded 
on Civ// obſervation as well as na- 
ture,xvhich in the ſhorteſt and caſt- 
et way commonly ftindes the fateſt 
victory, Bnt Gods Almighty hand, 
which never knew Re/i/tance , or 
ne:ds NDiverſion,cafily knowes how 
to worke his owne cnds by his ft- 
pernatural concurrece with workd- 
ty agents in their moſt affeed pro- 
zeas. The fame meanes which wic- 
ked men propoſs to theſelves, as the 
fatcſt agents for their deſired ends, 
he:: makes theinſtruments of their 
owne ruine ; thatthe moſt exacteſt 
tot, wherein policy could cver hug 
er owne-invention,, may feme 
the moſt exquiſite iexample of her 
owne.ihame, FEafte was-it for that 
great King of heayen and earth 
[ ' with 
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with thunler and lightning from 
heaven to: have paſhed- A&/o/on in 
picces ,.:and ſcorched up his ſe- 
ditious army ; more cafly could 
hee hive broken the fubtile 
nets of Achitephels politicke in- 
vention, than S4mpor the Phi- 
liRtines bands , , or an Elephant a 
Spiders webbe : but intending 
rather to make them their owne 
executioners ; he ſuffers them to 
runne ' in their - owne; Labyrinth, 
titl they. meete their owne ruine. 
W hat way 1n Nature could Pha- 
raoh deviſe more exquiſite to in- 
creaſe the ſtrength of 1/rae/, and 
make them populous, than to tye 
them to their daily burthens ? 
W hence could AMo/es have better 
derived his greatnes in Pharaeb's 
Court,than from the bulruſh cradle 
floating .0n the tcares of the, wee- 
ping river?how could Pharaeh have 
feared, or expeRted ever in bis 
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 owne tyrannous decree, projected 


for his owne Gfeguard, and //raels 
extirpation, to_have found 1/rael 
ranſfomed , and himſelfe ruined ? 
That his owne daughter ſhould 
reſerve that as a cabinet of plea- 
e,which AZo/e: mother beſtowed 
on him as a mournfull coftin ? Lit- 


tlethought J/o/ephs brethren in ſel- 


| ling him tothe Egyptiavy, to have 


mg their own ſhameand his 
ture greatneſſe :; Little thought 


' thoſe Romane Emperours, in their 


raging Perſecutions to have ſowne 
the ſecede of the Church in the 
blood of the Aartyrs, and have 
ſeenc Chriſtianity moſt triumphant 
in her greateſt wounds, Little 
thought Pope Leo the tenth, in 
ſending his Indulgences into Ger- 
many , to have met with fach an 
opportunity as/the peoples diſcon» 
tent,and the Heremite Friers defeat 
to have ſtirred up the hot y- 
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of Luther , to have given ſuch a fa- 
tall blow to his owne greatneſle, & 
ſet his tyrannous Hierarchy in fuch 
a terrible combuſtion, Snch-is the 
infinite wiſedome of that Provi- 
dence to ordaine worldly policy to 
afford not onely the apteſt inſtru- 
ments, but the exafteſt opportuni- 
tics to deſtroy it ſelfe, and there 
to declare our greateſt weaknefle, 
where wee repoſe our greatelt 
ſtrength, Where by way of appli- 
cation wee may draw two wa 


 conſearies , expreſſing no lefſe 


apparent footſteps of Gods Almigh- 
ty providence, in diſpoſing the af- 
faires of men : Firſt, that in preven- 
tion of worldly plots and firatagems 
he commonly ſhews not himſelfe but at 
the laſt puſh, and ſeldonme diſcovers 
our danger, till wee ſuppoſe our ſelves 
moſt ſecure, Had GODS Wile- 
doine ranthe courſe of humane po- 
licy , hee might have yr" 
” t 
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ted as well as defeated gZehitophels 
deſigne ; hee might haveſtirred inp, 


Davids jealowic. bettme to. have: 


ſhut up A4/e/ox in priſon ; or accor- 
ding to theprepoſterous rules ot the 
Ottontan Tuſtice, have rewarded his 
future treaſon witha preſent execy- 
tion : e-Ab/o/0n might have failed as 
well in the firſt as laſt precept ; or 
at leaſt eAchitophe! might have read 
in ef6&ſo/ons diſpoſition his wilfull 
weaknefle or inconſtaney. But God 
purſues not ours, but his owne glo- 
ry, as one whois then moſt wil- 
ling to ſhew his power , when our 
hopes or abilities can challenge 


. 8, Ourſecond Conſeftary drawn 
from Gods omnipotent providence; 
18, That God fits not as an idle Spec 
tator, but interpoſeth bizpſelfe as 4 
ehiefe' Altor on the theater of werldly 
attiops, It was not onely an idle but 
a wicked drcame of Zpicurus _=_ 

: , Is 
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his followers, that God, bufied in 
the contemplation of heavenly mat- 


' ters, gave overthe government of- 


the world to Chance? or Nature : 3s 
ifhe ſuppoſed it a Alill, or Water 
worke,which once framed by an Ar- 
tificer , and animated by an ative 
power, ſhould worke ot its one ac- 
cord , / and preſerve in it the: prin- 
ciples both of A19tion and Continues 
ance : Which opinion ( for ought 
that I know) might be faſtned on 
our Maſter 4rifetle, whonot ene- 
ly in his Phyſicks ſcemes to deny a 
Providence ; but in . the whole 


5 


- courſe of his Philolophy kemes to 


preferre Natwre,as a Deity whom 


God ſhould rather hrve than -com- 


mand : yet here, ſhould T freely dif- 
cover mine opinton, I ſhould think 
our Philoſopher miſtakea, in divi- 
ding oneand theſelfe ame thing in- 
to divers Names : To ſeparate God 
from atwre, is to divorce _— 

y wee rom.. 
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from her ſelfe , which ſeemes of it 
ſclfe abſurd ; but to aſcribe at and 
motion unto the latter , and ap- 
point. the former to fit idle as a 
ſpectator , or at leaſt a neceſſary A- 
gent to ſerve Nature, is more ab- 
furd to think'a finite more excellent 
than an infinite ; which 1s ſtrange 
how ſo gteat a wit ſhould once i- 
magin, But weout of the principles 
of (briftian Phileſophy may ealily 
be:taught a double 2 Abou 4 of the 
Creator with the Creature, the one 
Generall, which I hold to be no 0- 
ther than that we uſually call Na- 
tare ; the other Speciall, which hu- 
mane /gnorance or eAdmiration 
hath tearmed Afiracle : Neither can 
reaſon imagine the naturall gene- 
ration of things to be any other 
than a continuate creation, wherein 
Almighty God , according to the 
aptneſſe and preparation of the fub- 
x ,dayly miniſters new formes,or 
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conſerves the fame : which the D- 
wines tearime Preſcrwvation ; For to 
g:VC a Creature, without Gods um» 
n:ediate COncurrence, an ability of 
producing the like or cquall fub- 
{tance to it {elfe, or by his owae 
power to derive out of that firſt 
Chaos a new loime or Nature, 
{cemes to me to trench too farre on 
Gods Prerogative ; I had almoſt 
ſaid, to emulate God in the ſecond 
part of his Creation, But to leave 
this Common-wealth of Narwre to 
its firſt inſtitution, and enter into 
the view of mens ations ,, we ſhal 
finde a moreſpeciall concurrence of 
Divine providence thau in the for- 
mer, To what other cauſe clic 
ſhould we owe that miraculous pre- 
{crvation of Gods Church, which 
through the violence of ſo many a- 
cs hath faved it felfe entire , with 
ſmall a number , and great 
an Oppoſition ? Time, which 
d 


hath 
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hath ſeene the riſe and fall of fo ma- 


ny famous kingdomes ; the inventi- | 


on and decay of fo many learned la- 
bours ; the ere&tion and defacing of 
ſo many ſtately Trophies ; Time, 
which in his valte gulfe hath not 
onely ſwallowed up antiquity, but 
for the greateſt part envyed her hi- 
ſtory : hath yet cheriſhed in her bo- 
fome this ene darling , and kept a 
fire Regiſter of all her ations. 
Should I deſcend to particular ex- 
amples of Gods concurrence in 
mans ations , I ſhould ſooner lcſ: 
my ſelfe than finde an end, The moſt 
irreligious Hearhen , through the 
thick clouds of ignorance have of- 
ten eſpyed the glimpſe of Gods 
dreadfnll lightning, and often qua- 
ked at his thander; They have felt 
bis finger in their wounds , and ac- 
knowledged his ftrength in their 
weaknefle : Yea, fach hath beene 
the power of Almighty Gol tu ex- 
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| poſe their owne wicked actions as a 


Table of their confeſſion , and ex- 
tort an acknowledgment of his vi- 


' ory out of their bliſſhemy, /«- 


lian that wicked Apoſtate , thouzh 
as politick to obſcure, as malicious 
to oppoſe the truth of Chriſt leſs ; 
was yet 1n the end conſtrained to 
ſhut up his tyranny with a Yice#ts 
Galilee, In like fort wee read of 
Mahomet the ſecond, 'the firſt Em- 


| perour of the Twrkes , that at the 


fiege of Scodra againſt the Chrifti- 
ans, inthe defence of fo ſmall a Cit- 
ty againſt his mighty Army , fin- 
ding God his enemy , hee blaſphe- 


| monſly asked by way of exprobrati- 


on, whether God had not enough to 
doc in Heaven, that he ſhould en- 
tecpoſe himſelfe in his affaires on 
earth ? Hee that will not deny a 
God, mult of neceflity grant a pro- 
vidence ; and who knows himfelte, 
and fifts into his owne will and 

, actions, 


Achitophcl. 
ations, muſt needs acknowledge a 
{upernaturall power which deter- 


mines them to good or evill, Here, 
ſtood it with my time or your pati- 


ence, could Iproceed to taxe Pe- | 


legina , and his latter ſpawne the 
Jeſuwites and Arminians : who 1ma- 
£1ning our will tobe her owne Mi- 

refle, have admitted God no o- 
therwiſe than as a ſervant or aſ- 
fiſtant ; as though that Almighty 


power were not authorized to pre- | 


ordaine , but onely bound to ſecond 
our converſion, Their falvation 
they would rather owe unto them- 


ſelves than =_ as though they | 


fought the firſt cauſe in their owne 
inclination , and expete4 nothing 
of God but a Aſoralt and ſtrong per- 
fvaſion. But although in deed 
they will deny a certaine and ſpeci- 
all Predeftination, yet in words they 
will grant a Preſcience, Here would 
] willingly aske a queſtion out of 
my 
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my Text : Whether God abſolutely 
forelaw Ab/olons inclination of re- 
jeting Achirophels counſcll or not; 
If they grant the Negarive , they 
deny a Preſcience , If the eAffirma- 
tive, I demand againe, whether 
this foreſight could imply a neceſſi- 
ty of event, or leave Ab/vlen to his 
owne free choyce? If the former, 
they muſt deny him a Free-will of 
declining to the other fide, which 
they labour by all meanes to eſta- 
bliſh : if the latter , they muſt ci- 
ther acknowledge Gods pre/ſcience 
to be uncertaine, againſt the ground 
they have already granted ; or at 
leaſt athrme that a certaine know- 
ledge may be of fuch things as ſhal 
never Come to paſſe, Heere the 
Teſuitos are better provided to ſhift 
than anfwer, like the fubtill Se- 
pes to make an eſcape by troub- 
ling the Water , and rather 


than they would bee thought to 
d know 
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know nothing , they will fay any 
thing. Where the Scripraye ſhews 
no 'faire countenance, and Rea/on 
faints , their recourfe to Schoole- 
ſubtilties muſt be their onely refuge: 
Butwete there no Smith in 1/rae/, 
-yet might theſe Philsftines be entrea- 
ted to —_— our'fword for our 
defence againſt their battery, God 
(fay they) from all eternity fore- 
{aw the inclination of mans free- 
-will , upon which he grounded his 
decree of with-holding or confer- 
ring farther grace, Heere I mult 
aske againe, whether God fore-ſaw 
it in his owne Decree, or the dit 
-poſition of the ſecond cauſes? If 


they affent 'unto the former , then | 


mult this forc-ſight in the order of 
our underſtanding, not prevent, but 
rather ſecond the decree, which 
they deny, Ifrhey ſtick to the lat- 
ter, (as indeed they dot) Idemand 
how ſecond cauſes may be ſuppoſed 

; to 


| 
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to worke, except they were prede- 
termined and aftuated by the firſt? 
That ſecond cauſes worke not in 
their owne, but their owners 
ſtrength, is their owne principle; 
and to grant them an operation not 
depending on the fink Agent, were 
to ſet an inſtrument to worke with- 
out an hand, I would aske more- 
over, whether God fore-ſeeing A» 
chitophels counſell, and Ab/olons in- 
Clination, had the power to[hinder 
it or not? Iffo, then was it in his 
power to forcſee what himſfelfe 
could hinder ; which checks the 
certainty of Gods knowledge, and 
involves an apparant ' Contradifti- 
on : It not,how can we imagine him 
Omnipotent , which cannot chal- 
lenge fo much power over {cond 
cauſcs , as to turne and divertthem 
to his owne uſes ? This argument 
Verſtims and Epiſcopics found 1o 
{trong againſt them , that to backe 

| , their 
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their abſurdity they muſt adde appa- 
rant blaſphemy ; allowing God ci- 
ther no Pre/ciexce at all, or ſuch 
as is onely uncertaine, and con- 
jecurall;which impious and groſle 
opinion I hold ſufficiently confited 
inthe mention. ButT have ſtayed 
here too long, and have farre to go: 
wherefore having taken a generall 
ſurvey of the primary of chicfe 
cauſe of Achitephels defeate , let us 
deſcend to the ſecond tauſes which 
in the next place offer themſelves to 
obſervation, 

4. Gods power hath expreffed it 
ſclfc legible as well in the Booke of 
N ature as of Grace : and naturall 
Agents (as you have heard) as they 
derive their operations from his 
ſtrength , ſo they are determined 
by his will, and dire&ed to his 
glory, Here we finde Nature in {c- 
cond Agents not ſet againſt het- 
ſelfe, though raiſzd a pitch beyond 


her 
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her private inclination;zand the firſt 
cauſe without either need or vie- 
lence, to entertaine the ſervice of 
the ſecond.W hence,ere we deſcend 
to each particular inferiour agent, 
will riſe one generall obſervation ; 
That Almighty God bringeth to paſſe 
miraculous & great events, common- 
ly admits the cooperation of ſecond 
cauſes, As cafie was it, queſtion- 
lefle,for that great Archite& of Na- 
ture gy who out of waſte and empti- 
neflNegat a world,to create as to 
command, to cauſe as to entertaige 
the operation of inferiour Agents, 
Here might Hiſtory ſhew herſelfe 
prodigall of cxamples , but never 
bankrupt : every moment in the 
ordinary Courſe of humane a&i- 
ons begets ſome inſtance or = 
ther to demonſtrate Gods gra- 
cions love and favour of the world; 
who able to daſh both Poli- 
cy and nature out of counte- 
E naneEC, 
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nance is notwithſtanding pleated . 


to admit them as his obedient 
hand-maids, But to exprefle the 
ſecret cooperation: of Gods wor- 
king by ſecond cauſes, is a matter 
which hath heretofore ſtaggered 
Philoſophers,znd puzled the appre- 


henfi6n'of the ſharpeſt and acute | 


Divines,Neverthelefſe,fo farre forth 
as the inhnite power of God may 
dxpenee with mans enquiry , wec 
may rednee the mantier of higgvor- 
king to certaine heads , tod&Cline, 
as much as we can the two enemies 
of underſtanding, obſcurity, and 
confufian, The ation then of Gods 
concurring with ſecond cauſes cor- 
eernes either the beginning, pro- 
Preſſe,or end of the ſame at. In the 
beginning we may call it either 
Pofptive,or Negative, The Poſitive 
conſifts 'either- in the furtherance 
or hindrance of humane afons ; 
' both which may be either 7#»ter- 
nat, 
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nall,or externad,” The internall pro- 
motion'iar landrauce is agaige .di- 
vided ynto two ads-:; tor githzr 
it concernes the ſupportance ; of 
the Creature., which in the firſt 
moment 1s tearmed Creatiox, in 
contmuance, Prefer vation ;-or.the 
preordination ofthe 'Agent, which 
with our Divizes, againſt 'the 
teneiit of Arminius, Idare to call 
Predetermination, The externall is 
the preſertment of. foine e xternall 
and preſent eve to the apprehenſi- 
on of the /exce., will, or underſtan- 
aingg which latter a&ts concurre as 
well in Gods<1izdrance of humane 


a&tions:For the faine Almighty po- 


wer can at once both promote .his 
owne, and hinder mens counſels, 
This hindrance is many waies 
brought to paſſe ; for either the im- 
pediment is Calt on ourarthority,po- 
wer will or flate, Our authority of 
free-working is curbed and-reltrai- 

1 E 2 ned 


Achitophel. 


ned by the Law,whercof the breach 
Is a fin:as that of e-ſdam in Paradiic, 


whoſe liberty could not diſpente | 
with the taſting of the forbidden | 


Tree, Our Natmrall power is checkt 
by many intervenicnt cauſes : firſt, 
by cutting off the agent from lite 
and being as that of the ſiege of /c- 
ruſalem by Sennacherib , by ſmi- 
ting in one night an hundred foure- 
{core and fve rhouſind 5 or the 
bringing of Elias the Prophet to 
eAhaziah by the conſumption of 
fifty men by fire from heaven, Sc- 
condly, by detraQtion or diminuti- 
on of the power, as /ereboam was 
reſtrained from apprehending the 
Prophet, by the drying up of his 
hand. Thirdly , by oppoſition of 
equall or greater ſtrength , as Fz- 
z2:ah was hindred by Azaria and 
his foureſcore Prieſts from offering 
in the Tempie. Fourthly,by remo- 
ving or ſubtraction of the Obzett,as 
our 
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our Saviour laved himſclfe from the 
violence of the [ewes, and Tribune 
Paul trom the bags ag, 1mpc- 
diment may be caft on our will et- - 
ther by Gods Predetermining power, 
which againſt Armiutss WEE have 
formerly maintained , or by ſome 
outward perſwaſive argument, The 
arguments wherewith he uſually 
diſſwades our will from commen- 
cing any action, are commonly 
drawne cither from the Topicks of 
ſceming smpeoſſibifity and apparant 
difficulty, or unpleaſantneſſe, leſſs, 
and difponour, By the firſt for a 
while the Scribes and Phari/es were 
reſtrained from offering violence 
unto our Saviour, becauſe they 
knew him of the people to bee 
elteemed as a Prophet. In like fort 
God herctofore feta barre betwixt 
his owne people -and the Idola- 
trous Iſraelites leaſt they thould 
trafficke alwel {innes as familiarity. 
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Ry the cond [9/tpbs brethren were 
divected/from the murther of their 
brother, becauſe a milder courſe 
ſeemed to ſerve their purpoſe, By 
the third and laſt, J7s/eph was dif- 
{waded from adultry with Pori- 
phers Wite ,, and David from tou- 
ching the Lords annoynted, An ob- 
Racle may be caſt on the 47 it ſelf c 


two manner of wayes ; either by | 


taking away the obje&, which with 


ſlome we have reduced tothe impe- 


diment of the power : or by difh- 
bling the i»fluxe and power of the 
agent in regard of the patient ; 
whereof we have an example in the 
three Children , unconfumed in the 
fhery Furnace. The negative att of 
Gods concurring In permillion 1s 
cleane oppoſite to the other, and 
therefore ought to be ſquared by the 
fame dittin&tion : for as Logicians 
have taught us, Oppoſſres ought to 
affer the fame divilion, Onely from 

$1 hence 
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hence we muſt except the impedi- 
went Caſt on onr actions | by the 


" Law or authority , for otherwiſe 


would there follow an apparant 
contradiction, that the ſame a&# 
{hould be a finne, and yet no finne; 
a fin as it 15 by theLaw forbidden, 
yet nofinne as it is by the lame po- 
wer permitted, Theſe as fore-ſpg- 
ken of Gods concurrcace, ſ:<eme to 
prevent and-precede. the ation. of 
an inferzour agent,” In the action it 
{clfe we find two ſpeciall as; the 
one, anatlrall dexerminatiqon of the 
agent to the ob:ett, the other a dire» 
#191 tothe end; | An inftance of the 
former we have in Herods cruelty 
upon the.children , which was di- 
verted by our Saviour by the ſubſti- 
tutton of another object, Of this 
latter 11. King - 4ha/nere/h,, who 
aim'd the ſpoyles of fo many Virgin 
Concubines - lighted on Heſter, 


whom Providence had marked out 
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to be the preſerver of the /ewih na- 
tion, The concourſe of Cod after & 
inthe end of humane actions is no 
other than the diretion of the e- 
vent to a further purpoſe: which we 
obſerve inthe /ewes cruzlty in cru- 
cifying our Saviour ; the exccution 
ef whoſe malice was found to be 
the moſt exquiſite meanes of our 
falvation, But I have almeſt lot my 
ſ-Ife in this Labyrinth, whereinto, 
though Philoſophy feemes to have 
taught an entrance in, yet Di- 
vinity never diſcovered a paſſage 

ut, as that which beginnes with 
mans {malleltt knowledge and 1n 
his greateſt ignorance, Hence are 
we taught not ſo farreto truſt to 
Gods providence, as tonegle t the 
ordinary meanes which God offers 
to our induſtry or obſervation, 
Hexekiah , though he had already 
received under Gods owne hand 
and ſcale, a leaſe of fifteen yeares 
to 
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to the date of life almoſt expired, 
neglected neither the Prophets 
counſeli,nor the helpe of his Phyſt- 
trans : and David in this place, oY 
man after Gods owne. heart, and 
confident enough of his protection, 
hath notwithſtanding his preſent 
recourſ2 to ſecond cauſes ; as pre- 
ordained of God for Achitophels de» 
feate,and his delivery. Which ſe- 
cond cauſ-s comming next in order 
particularly to be traced out, your 
favourable attention will, I hope, 
a while longer hold the candie. 
whilelI briefly read them. 

5. The rinferionr agents Concur- 
ring to the: negle& of Achirophels 
counſell, are reduced unto two 
heads ; The impulſive and inflra- 
went al, The impuliive cauſe which 
moved God to defeate Achirophels 
counſ?11, ( ſofarre as according to 
the language of me1 wee inay 
{pcake of God )was Davids prayer, 

E's wherc- 


Ae iopye!, 
whercby he beſows: kth _ to Cons 
found the eom:1211 of 4 74, ophel Nis 
profeſt enemy. The good ule of praj- 
er amongſt devout and reli 10th 
men , hath alwayes becnc eſteemed 
both the nh and laik remed v 141 
our greateft dangers, 25 the furcit 
key which opens and ihuts the 
doore of Cos treret clol:t, When 
- er friends iymke fromus, and all 
workily ſtratagems are ou: ot iight; 
when dangers preſent their Gor 205 
fices as hideons as our feares , and 
death ſtands at our elbowe s tv 
{xmmon our apPCarance to tne lalt 
arratgnement ; onely prayer 1s left 
to-1atercede as 2 gracious Oratour 
and-efftetweadvocate, Though 4- 
chirophel jm wit and induſtry would 
ſhew himſ?lf- a Pelitician,yet Da- 
»:14 in auitity , mult exprefle him- 
felfe.a Prophet : and though: A&- 
falons hopcs are grounded on his 
world)y fire: 22th ; yet Davids 
ſtrens 7t!1 
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fttrength 1s crekted on Gods protc= 
Etion. Neither in his ſacred ejacula- 
tion wherein he added himdelte 
to Gods will and mercy,was his de- 
{ire untutored , or his devotion ig- 
rant. He knew to whom he ſpake, 
and ov{:rvcd a dillance : as fearing 
keaft his religious -zeale naig 
tems unmannerly, ifunſcaſonable. 
The greatelt oftices are Common- 
ly fubj2t to the greateſt! ſale» 
ciſmes,. and Prayer, Devotions 
molt truſty meſſenger, if not .well 
direted or acquuinted with her. 
embvaſſage , may ſoone degenerate 
into ſuverſtition. - But ſo well 1n- 
ſtrated was David in this religi- 
ons: court{hip, as if the end of his 
ſuite had beene others inſtitution, 
and his example our rule. Whether 
we reſp the Anther, End, Objett, 
T ime, or. Forme of hiseaindſtpett- 
tion , -we'thall obſerve hun as diſ- 
creet as reli3tous, as one which 
: ; owed 
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owed his oraizons aſmuch to know- 


ledge as devotion. Firſt, we find his 
, rome ncithlr to be ignorant, nor 

ypocriticall ; but as procceding 
froma generous and uncorrupted 
heart,ufhered in by fincerity,& ac- 
companied with coptrition, Hee 
meaſured his meditations rather by 
waight than number, he was not 
. taught as a Popith penitentiary , to 
count his beads in ſtcad of his prai- 
ers,and make his fingers the inte1li- 
genccrs to his faith, He knew not 
ſo much complement as the Divels 
formal Courtiers,who deſire as lit- 
- tleto bebeleeved of God as under- 
ſtood of men ; and eſteeme Prayer 
rather as a decent formality than a 
religtous exerciſe, Secondly,the end 
of his praicr wasno other than the 
prefervation of his people , and his 
owne defence ; neitherin his owne 
defece fought he revenge but inſtico , 


his prayer was not direted _ 
the 


” bug ” — FRY OY — " " ad _ 


— 
md =o 


Achi tophel. 
the perſon but the finne ; neither his 
deſire ( for oughtI fee ) fo much in 
the ruinc of 2 hitophel , as the di- 
verſion of his policy, Txrze ( faith 
he ) !be wiſcdome of Achitophel 5n- 
to folly ;, wee finde not in this forme 
the a ffeced curlcs of the Romiſh Sy- 
nagogne , Which raving Shimes at 
the time dogging him in his way, 


might as caſily have taught as Da» 


vid ſuffered , But the Pope perhaps 
may command what David never 
durſt to-entreate of God ; and what 
is a King and Prophet to Chritts u- 
niverſ:1l Vicar , or Davids prero- 
gative to his Szpremacy ? Too 
much might it be thought for Da- 
vid to banne or excommunicate a 
graceleſſe fnne, or rebellious ſub- 
j= : yet may it perhaps ſeeme tov 
httle for Peters ſacceſſour, in whoſe 
hands are the keycs of Heaven, Hel, 
and Purgatory, to ſhut and openat 
his pleaſure. 

Loth 
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LothIam (beloved ) to jeſt -un 
earticft , of turne'a ſerious blatphe-, 
my-1nth 2 pleaſant © roxy; Buc no- 
thin” | mocks us more than our 
{hamefall ations ; and theſame po- 
wer which tnrnes human : -wite- 


dame. into ftolty ; makes: it unto. 


men ridicutous, To: bewatle folly 
with: Herachitus , argues charity ; 
aud yet to laugh at it with Demrcrs- 
14, can betnterpreted no finne, but 
jultice. Thirdly ;\, the: object to 
which Dat#ias prayerwas dire Ned, 
was n9 other than God himſclfe, 


as one belt acquainted with his ne-? 


ecility., and molt able to relieve 
him, Had he: beene taught the com- 
plement of our Romans Courticrs, 
or the relt3tons myſteries of Popery, 
he might have prepared Gods carcs 
before by the mediation of fome 
Savor , on at Teaſthavemadeprovt- 
fon of ſome 1richanted Recyne to 
preſerve him ſafe from danger, The 
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noly Legead, ( had he: lived in theſe 
riper times ). might queſtionlefle 
have inftruted him in the particu: 
lar oitices of each, Saint, as well as 
the ancicat Romane records in the 
prerogative of eaC luteriour Der-. 
ty, A thouſind to one but foune 
lumble Sr; Francis would have bin 
lngled out to dev Cf his* petition, 
Yr ſome charitable yY. Thamas Bece. 
kit who could not deny a part of 
Nis atlltance,. . would have bene 
moved with the petition: .of a 
King, But D avid ( It ſzemeth)bet- 
ter knew the King himſelf: than 
theſe his Courtiers ,an:i negledting 
theſe interiquc o:ficers, preſents. his 
{uite fo.no other than God himlclte,. 


whom nevertheleſſe thee found ( it 


wee belecve Scriptures ) facile e- 
naugh both to heaxe his prayer, and. 
grant his requelt, Fourthly, the 
time and. opportunity f his-prayer 
cannot but miniftter ſomewhat to 

D odſer- 
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obſervation, He deferred not his pe- 
tition, like a malefator on the gib- 
bet, ora prophane Sea-man in per- 
R_—_ to the laſt extremity ; but 

ce beginnes where deſperate aud 
careleſic ſinners would at leaſt de- 
firetoend, No ſooner had Fame 
as a ſwift Purſivant overtaken Ach:- 
rophel in his revolt , but hee makes 
his receurſ2 to Almighty God , as 
one who knew well that it was his 
office rather to governe than ovey 
Deſtinie, The fame hand of ven- 
geance which ' by Hoſes entreaty 
was reſtrained from the uverthrow 
of the idolatrous 1/-aelites , and 
by a generall prayer and repen- 
tance from the deſolation of Ns- 
ziveh , he could not 1magine either 
flacke or impotent in the defeate of 
his enemies, or defence of his faith- 
full ſervant, Fiftly , wee obſerve 
his prayer to bee ſhort , and pithy ; 
not tedious , and impertinent. ; as 
thinking 
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thinking 1t meeter that his heart 
ſhould dictate to his tongue , 'than 
his tongue interpret to his heart. 
His prayer was not crude and un- 
concoaed , abounding withas ma- 
ny 7 axtologies as words ; but ſca- 
{onable and Patherickh , expreding 
no leflc than his carneſt deſire, and 
dirc&ed no further than the preſent 
purpoſe, 

Heere as our Saviour in the Go- 
ſpell heretofore taxed the Phari/cs 
of long and tedious babling, might 
I proceed to reprehend ſome Phari- 
ſes of our time, were I ſure to bee 
mine owne Interpreter, But I am 
much affcaid, leſt through the ſides 
ofa few fatious and fantaltick ſpi- 
rits, I ſhonld be ſulpe&ed to wound 
religion, The ſixt and laft circum- 
ſtance in Davids prayer was, that 
it proceeded from him extem- 
porary , as beſt ſuting with an ex- 
temporary and fudden accident. 

, Hence 
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Hence our :moderne Ca fe-prieft? 
might | have |beene 'taught a more 
profitable a of prayer,than the ſale 
of ſet Lirrypgies for all occaſions,No 
1nvention of man-could ever prove 
{o infinite, as toſift the precile cor- 
ners of every mans conſcience : 
neither is it in the wit of man, but 
God , to ditatea preſent forme for 
all future accidents, and preſcribe 
aſpeciall Antidote againſtalbtemp- 
tations, ' Heerein: commonly the 
Phyſitian ſhews himſclfe no ſooner 
than the diteaſe, as one who would 
have us depend rather on. his pre- 
tent favour. than,our premed itated 
counſelt; and in ſuch cafes. I take 
that of our Saviour , | Dabitur in i/- 
la hera \ to be underſtood, Never- 
thelefle from-this'or other. the. like 
vjatulatory prayers, warranted by 
Seripture , ad praQtifed by holy 
men , little ground of argument 
canthe Browns take for their opi- 
2119} ; nien : 
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nion.z who admitting no diftinJi- 
on betwixt pablicke and private 
prayer , would haveall to proceed 
fr m an extemporary and ſudden 
meditation, as though God could 
not as. well direX our ſtudy, as 
ſtrengthen our delivery ; and there 
were not a place as well for atten- 
tion to follow, - as invention to 
diate in, vur Devotion, For the 
confutation of which mens unwar- 
rantable induſtry, we needegoe.no 
further than our Saviours owne ex- 
ample , who preſcribed” us at 
forme ofprayer, or David at leaſt, 
of whom we now.ſpeake : who hath 
left behind hun fo many ſweet and: 
divinc meditations , as a teftumony 
of his ſanity, and apatterne for 
our imitation, . : 
Hitherto ( beloved ) have I dif 
courſed of the impulſive ſecond 
cauſe of «Achitophels defeate ; The 
inſtrumentall canks, whercunto. my 
| , * mctho1 
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method in the next place is enga- 
ged, concerne cither the immedi- 
ate prevention of Achitophels de- 
ſigne, or diſcovery of it to David 
and his Army. The former con- 
fiſting of Ch«/ay*s loyalty, and Ab- 
ſolons weakneſſe, diſcovers unto us 
as well the charaQer of a truſty ſub- 
jet , preferring his Kings ſafety 
cfore his owne ambition, as of an 
. experienced young Prince, more 
willing to hearken to the voyce of 
flattery, than wiſe diretion. The 
latterGods power in the weake m- 
plicity of a filly Maya, the inſtru- 
ment of this diſcovery, In the 
briefe touching of which points I 
hope to finde your patience a little 
more propitious than the time. 

6 As much as the dignity of a 
K ing tranſcends the Swhjett, 1s the 
obligation of the Subjet to his 
King : neither is the duty lefle wee 
owe tothe fafety of our __ 
tnan 
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than the ſafeguard we challenge in 


his prote&ion ; as the center next 
under Cod, from which we derive 
our honours, and to which we owe 
our ſervices, Otrhis duty Chaſbar, 
D avid trulty ſervant was not igno- 
rant, neither was his knowledge 
better tutoured than his induitry, 
The fame hand of Kingly —_ 
cence which diſpenſed him his ho- 
nours, pointed him out the lines 
of his . obliged loyalty ; neither 
was he more ſlacke to obcy than 
David to command. Retwrne into the 
City ( quoth David to Chuſhai ) 
and ſay unto Abſolon, 1 will be thy 

ſervant, O King, as 1 have beene th 
fathers ſervant ; ſo ſhalt thou defeate 
the counſell of eAchitophel, Al- 
mighty God, who formerly heard 
David: prayer, directed his ad. 
vice, and Chuſpas's induſtrious loy- 
alty. Inundertaking of which de. 
ſgne, we ſhall finde David bleſſed 
d 4 In 
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in ſogood a fervant,as Chaſbai Wor- 
Thy otffo good a Maſter ; whoſe car- 
rizge of fo dangerous a-bu'inefle in 


ſo honeſt and gifcreet a faſhion, | 


-feemesto coppy ont unto us all the 
:ofhices of an honeſt Pelititian, In 
Yhe-frſt place, wee finde his obe- 
*dictice'-qnd reſolution ,- neither 
'\hrinking from the awfull lookes 
-of danger, 'or forfeyting his Ma- 
'fters traſt, ' [The apprehenſion of an 
unexpected friend, or reconciled e- 


'nemy, might have betrayed his'er- | 


rand to watchfull jealowhe : fifpici- 


on might have called his 'very 


lookes toexamination ; and guilty 


"Rare,the Child of ereafon , (might | 


have delivered him over as a Spyc 
to prefent exccntion., Achitophel: 
deepe inſight in State-affaires , and 
Abfoloxs confidence in his oracn- 
lons advice,mghthaveerther ſfoun- 
ded his diſpofition , or daſht his 
-counſell ont of countenance ; and 

Sthcn 
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then ſhould he finde his beſt ſervice 


| rewarded: with: death or torture 3 
| at lealt, had His midſage met the 
belt fſnceeſſe,and tanſdined his' Ma- 


{ter Davidfrom fo imminent a con- 
ſpiracy , yet according to the rules 
of worldly ipolicy., hee <onldinot 
yet ſappoſe 'XL/old»ryealotiic tore 
dangerous than Davids obligation, 
Princes unwHlingly ove courtches 
greatcy thanthemelves., and com 
monlyprefvfre-«ibaakpupt debtor 
befotc atvoveredefervatit creditor ; 
as if the very Fght'or remembrance 


' of abeneficialt friend ſhould feeme 


a perpetuall exprobration of ingra- 


| titude,' Afinaller- difparagement it 


ſeemes atnong world ly Tyrants to 


| wantInſtice than power , ratherto 


be thought willingto offend , than 
not to be.thought able to requite. 
Theſe Objettions urged to Chuſhavs 


| likely conjecure and politick ob- 


Fryation , might eaſily hayc _ 
is 
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his forwardneſſe in Davids ſervice, | 
and ſtrangled his refolution in the | 


very birth, But hee out of a clearc 
and couragious ſpirit, neither fearcs 


an enemy , nor ſuſpedts a friend ; | 
nor ſeckes his duty abroad in other | 


mens fore-cafts, which hee might 


finde at homein his owne boſomo. | 


Inthe ſecond place we may obſerve 
his truſty love to his maſter David; 
occaſion might here ſeeme to ſmile 
on his advancement, and eLb/olons 
growing fortunes , as the rifing 
Sunne, might have tempted his am- 
bition : David ſeemts ready to de- 


rt, and A&/olox to enter the Scene 
of like and Soveraignty : and who 


in policy wonld not rather chuſe to 


have his fortunes to live in A4/o/0», | 
than, dye in David? To have be- | 


trayed the Fathers truſt, might have 


ingaged the ſonnes affeRion and to | 


raiſe himſelfe a fortune out of his 
Maſters ruine, though the greateſt 
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| breach in the Lawes of loyalty, 


had ſeemed one of the chictett Ma- 
ximes in the art of Policy, But he as 


| a faithfull ſubjet reſveRs not what 
| he might, but what he ought ; not 
' ſo much what occaſion may ſeeme to 


offer , as what religion might be 


. | knowne to juſtihe ; as one who 


would rather owe his mi{-fortunes 
to his truſty ſervice,than his prefer- 
ment to diſhonelt treachecy.Third- 
ly we may note his /ecreffe and diſ- 
cretio» in managing ſo dangerous 
and great a projet, Hee invaded 
not the young Princes cares with 
a ſudden and unexpedted onſet, or 
like an intruding Po/yphragmon 
ſhewed himſelfe more officious 


; than wiſe, to out-run the goale, and 
+ letſlippe before occaſion, He expe- 


Acd,not preveted,his opportunity ; 


and ſuffered Ab/olon to aske, before 
| he thought it convenient to give 


his counſel;that 44/o/0n might ſcm 
: F more 
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more indebted to Chuſ.y's wile- | 
dome, than C »fhay to Abſolons ap- | 
probation.Neither in his advice did | 


: Chuſhai ſhew himſclfe faQtious cor 


unmannerly ; hee kemed onely to | 
diſlike Achorophels direction inthis | 


one deiigne, not without a ſilent ac- 
knowledgement of his former wit- 
dome. 7 he comnſell({aith he) which 


Achitophel hath given at this time | 


65 wat good, The advantage of Achi- 
#opbels reputation amongſt thoſe 


- that had tryed his policy, and of the | 


peoples prejudice of fuch as (hould 


contrad it,taught Chaſhar's diſcre-f 


tion to difapprove rather the coun- 
&l1l,than the counſeller, and mit1- 
gate his difſent with fome colour 
of former approbation. This 
deſigne inſpired by God himſelte, 
direted by David, and pra 
ſed by Chaſhas, feemes to give war- 
rant to this ebfervation, That there 
35 aſwell 4 good as ax evill policy , 3 

wel! 
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well an honeſt and diſcreet convei- 
ance of our ations grounded on re- 
ligion, as anindired proceeding 
ingaged to unwarranted and un- 
lawfull ations. He that would bave 
us to be innocent as 'Doves., hath 
taught us alſo to be wiſe as Serpents; 
and he that diſpenceth us the means 


to atchieve our ends,permits us al- 


ſo the proper and belt direction: But 
how preciſely todivide betwixt an 
honelt providence, and untawfull 
policy, neither on the one fide to 
violate Gods precepts , aor on the 


| fother to neglet our owne right, 


ſcemes a matter as curious , to de- 
termine,as necelary to underſtand, 
To be Gods ſervant, and the times 
at once, ſcemes incompatible ; e- 
{pecially 1n fucha diſorderly mix- 
ture of humane actions : in which 
(as Bodin would cornfaile us Jit be- 
hooves a wiſe man to ſhew himſ:lte 
as variogs as the ſeaſon, We can- 
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not command , but obey occaſion: | 


The meanes and opportunitics 
whercof Stat/men take advantage in 
defeating of their oppoſites, are ra- 
ther found than choſen : and the 
manner and direction of onr pro- 
jets rather '- preſcribed us by 
chance than skill ; as ſach whoſe 
* cauſality depends nor on our Will, 
but obſervation-Neverthelefle , be- 
eweene the iniquity of our times, & 
the ſtriAneſſe of a good conſcience, 
a ſpace is left wide enough to give a 
paſiage for a religious and wiſe ds/- 
eretion ; and by how muchthe plots 
of men and changes of Stare ſeeme 
more dangerous toGods Children ; 
by ſo much is their care and provi- 
dence in declining the ſnares of the 
wicked the better warranted. For 
God condemnes in ns as well 
the neglet of our care, as his 
providence ; as one whoſe witedome 
workes ſcldome without, but with, 
; - and 
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and in our induſtry, 

7. The ſecond 1nftrumental cauſe 
which ſhewes it ſelfe in the priva- 
tion of Achirophels counſell, was 
found in eLbfolons inclination. A4- 
chitophels projets having long 
ſince paſt the firſt conception, are 
now come unto the very birth:But 
Abſolens uncxperienc'd youth, as an 


unskilfull midwife , made it abors= 


tive in the delivery. The ground of 
his errour I can interpret to be no 
other than the uſuall diſcaſe of Prin- 
ces, who had rather to be ſeothed 
than adviſed , and have eares more 
facile to the tongue of flattery, than 
the heart of /»yalty, Flattery by Ta- 
cit#s Was wel tearmed the old fick- 
nefſe of the Romanye Common- 
wealth, as the love of flattery, 
the ſtaine and blemith of the wi- 
ſeſt Emperonrs, Thoſe whom nei- 
ther the ſword could conquer, 
nor Treaſon undermine ; whom 
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neither pleaſure allure}, or riches 
wade,or greatnefle tempt to the 

eaſt diſhonour,onely flarrery could 
bring into ſubjetion, For as the 
object of flattery,ſelfe-love, is moſt 
univerfall, and no where excluded 
humane nature : Soadulation in it 
ſelfe every where findes occaſion 
to enter without reſiſtance or 1m- 
peachnent, And whereas all other 
vices are countermanded ' and 
checkt by their contrary vertues, 
this one ſeemes to challenge a prc- 
rozative above vertue her ſelfe, in 
that ſheeFndes acceptance among 
her enemics,mnd growes ſtronger 
by oppoſition, No marvaile than 
if eAL/olons youthfull weakneſle, 
unable to i:1dure the ſiege of fo pu- 
iſſant a beleaguer, revolted from 
eAchitophels(as T may fay ) irrelrgi- 
ous leyalty and ycelded to Chuſhat 's 
pions flattery, Chuſhai's adulatory 


connlell ne may obſexve to con- 
(iſt 
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ſit in three eſpeciall circumſtan- 
ces : Lirſt , that heperſwaded him 
to enter the field in his owne per» 
fon, and make himiſc}fe the owner 
alwell of the victory , as the fove- 
raignty ; as though 1t had ſeemed a 
matter not becomming the great- 
nefle of a King to owe the honour 
of Scepters to the valour of a Ser- 
vant, Secondly,inthat his advice he 
jeemed more firmly opinionated 
of the peoples love, and Ab/olons 
popular eſtimation. W hat we de- 
fire, that we eaſily beleeve ; net- 
ther prize we our pertections 
dearer in themſelves than in other 
mens admiration, Our vertues never 
pleaſe uz better, than when by refle- 
xion they ſeeme augmented 1n the 
falſe glaſte of popular opinion, Net- 


ther thal Sephocles the Trage aian be 


ſo wel accepted in deſcribing mens 
manners as they were, as Emrips- 
arr, who preſented them as they 
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ſhould be. More honour found He- 
wer in cxpreiling mens manners to 
thebeſt,than Hegemon to the worſt; 
and howſoever the two famous 
Painters, Pa#/on in limming out the 
moſt deformed , and Cleophoy the 
moſt ſemblable and likely piQures. 
expreſled in their worke as much 
art as induſtry;yet who with Po/:g- 
wotus fo cunningly can handle his 
penſtl, 2s to paint out mens belt 
parts beyond truth or exiſtance, ſhal 
caſily purchaſe the reputation of 
the rareſt workmanihip, Thirdly, 
Chaſpar's counſell feemed moreto 
aymcat Ab/olons honour and magni- 
ficence, in that he perſwaded him 
to oppoſe his Father D«vid rather 
by open {trength,than undermining 
_ policy, For A6/#/on to have intrap- 
ped his father David by a ſecret ame 

buſh , had beene tearmed rather. a 

treaſon than a victory : and by how 
much the field is more ample than 
: the 
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the cloſet, ſeemes a clancular 
conſpiracy inferiour to an open 
hoſtile oppoſition. To ſecure him- 
{elf into his Fathers Kingdoms by 
cunning engines, might derogate 
from his valour , and obſcure the 
glory of the Conqueſt, A pitch'd 
tield would tee thought the beſt 
Scene whereon honour ought to 
diſplay her Enſignes, and the 
ſword the moſt graccfull actor, 
Theſe adulatory ſuggeſtions of 
Chufhai, howloever prejudiciall 
A6/ſolons deſigne, had neverthe- 
leſſe the advantage of Achitophels 
well wayed policy ; For as ficke 


and queaſic ſtomacks had rather ap- 


petite ſhould umpire their doſires, 
than judgement ; affeAing forthe 
time rather to bepleaſed than 
profited : fo Chaufhars advice 
tempered and ſezfoned, ( as it 
ſeemes ) to eMAbſolons vaine-glo- 
rious and ambigious humour,was as 
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ſoone ſwallowed as faggeſted, 
From which example practiſed by 
Chaſhas, and paralleld by the like 
inſtances in all times and kiſtories, 
will ariſe this obfervation , that 
| flatery is the moſt exqmiſite and aav- 
gerons po/icy, Apropol:tion requi- 
ring no other confirmation than 
common pra iſe , wherein we c- 
ſteeme thoſe axtomes eſtabliſhed as 
the moſt undouvbted truth,which by 
ordinary experience are found moſt 
ſucceſſetu!l, A happy ſucceſle is that 
which crownes our ations;neither 
is our naturall knowledge more in- 
debtcd to ſenſible experiment than 
'our politick to civill obſervation, 
Hencean ordinary path by policy 
ſeemes to be trodden out to all pre- 
ferments through the back-doore 
of Adu/ation, through which every 
b:ſ-and undeferving Parajhte ſhall 
finde an eaſe entrance, while 4e/evr, 


waiting for aturne at the fore-gate, 
. ſhall. 


weld am Dd ww: @ Aa XX m£>2mt Ci Tt ,7}þv 295 OA. oct od oG ws A. £Aai.. ko 


«a 


Adhitopivel. | 
ſhall breeze ere it obtainzadmilli- 
0n,21d pine away ia fru'tlefſe exp2- 
ation, No marvaile then if flar- 
tery, which ſome have tearm2d 
the eight l1bora'l Science, have got- 
ten th: ſtart of the other /even,nha- 
ving becne tryed to be theinoſt 
compendious and realy way to all 
advancement ; at leat,- one to 
whom all oth:r prof:ifhions owe 
th2ir grace,und dire their ſ:rvice, 
The curious worxmanthip of artr- 
ficers, the ſubtilo nets and pleaſant 
dreames of Philoſophers, the hyred 
voyce of Lawyers, the fazgred pills 
of Phy tians , the {:t and formall 
gravity of Divines the oyly tongues 
of Courtiers, the ſcraping legges 
of Peaſants, feeme all corcivalls 
in courting this proad Miltreſlz, 
and proſtituting their ſervice to 
adulation, Here ( Reverend and 
Beloved ) might I in modeſty 
aske of you,, as ſometime the King 

| 0 


Achit ophel. 


of 1/-ael of Eliſha the Prophet , Fa- 
ther ſnail I trike ? But your gravity 
checks my ſwelling paſſion , and 
ſeemes to anſwer me with the fame 
Prophet, T how ſhalt not ftrike;W hat, 
wouldfti thou ſmite them whom the 


Lord hath made already Captive? . 


Tam no ſhamelefſe Cham to diſco- 
ver a fathers nakednes, no remorſe- 
lefſe Nero to open and expoſs the 
entrailes of my mother. The veile 
of Charity is in my hand to diſco- 
vera multitude of linnes,if I chance 
to meet them in my paſſage ; yet 
had I rather ever to ſhut mine 
owneeyes, than behold mine own 
forrow- and my mothers ſhame. 
With Noahs two modeſt fonnes 
I purpoſely looke awry and goe 
backwards , not ſo much as to 
ſee that, * which 1 have no hands 
to hide, no brow to juſtthe, 
Should 1 wander with eAtcov 
in fo wide a Forreſt , my unwary 
cyc 
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cyc-ſight might unhappily glance 


on Diana naked, and make it ſelfe 
guilty as well of danger as obſerva- 
tion, But caſting mine eyes on this 
learned and brave aſſembly, me- 
thinkes I could promiſe my ſelfe as 
much liberty to ſpeake, as truth 
prerogative to warrant, Can any 
preſcription plead a ſtronger immu- 
nity from the yoake of flattery,than 
the Charter of the Aſu/es ? or 2- 
ny Nation under Heaven vaunt 'of a 
larger freedome than the (hildren 
of the Prophets ? And yet herc 1 may 
well fearc leſt my obſervation may 
betray flattery to diſcovery , and 
my language to exception, Aﬀeraid 
Iamalmoſt to open mine eyes , and 
looke abroad , leaft I ſhould cſpye 
flattery diſpenſing cfhces, con- 
ferring dignities, conniving at 
offences, violating Priviled- 
ges, debafing Worth, difzr- 
cing Learning , and underm:n11g 
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honeſtygy Flareery is not alwaycs 
cloathedfin the jame weeds or co- 
lours , (hz can put on blacke as wel 
as white ; In the ſ-ate of Tultice jh2e 
can ſhew her (elfe in purple, inthe 
Court of Princes ſhze can ſtrut in 
gaudy filkes, and (for ouzht | 
know )1 1 the chictz{t place of Jer- 
ning and religion can ſhrowd her- 
{-Ife in Scarlet, There was a fall: 
Lucifer among the Angels, a w1:- 
ked Saul among the Prophets , a 
trayterous /ndas among the Apc. 
ſtles: and an caſte intquity m1 zht 
heretofore have diſcovered a fyco- 
phantick Shaw among the Doctors, 
wm—n—_ Fatt eſt vide, revertor, 

It adulation thould be now found to 
ſ5journe in our Cloiſters, | could 
wiſh by (b«/as ſhee ſhould bee 
twght her beft othce , which is the 
common good and the Princes pre- 
ſervation : fo ſhould we never fearc 
that cenſure, which Tacitas gives 


4 of 


Achit ophel . 


ofthe Reman Senatonrs living un- 
der Tiberics , that they ambitioufly 
ſtood up in Senate , and ſtrove to 
outv ie one the other 1n ſervile baſe- 
neſſe ; much leſſe ſhould we deſerve 
to be lauzht at with thoſe Thebans, 
who (as we read in [tine ) fiw- 
ninz too .much on Philips great- 
nefſe , bouzht their new proteXi- 
on with the lofſe of their ancient 
liberty, But | have too lon? intang- 
led my felfe 1n this diſcourſ: of 
Flattery , wherein (1 feare ) I have 
neithcr o:-ſerved the tim2, nor flat- 
tered your patience, I mult now 
briefly deſcend to the inſtrument of 
the diſcovery , which in the next 
place preſents itſ:lfe to examina- 
tion, 

8. Almighty Gol, inbringtng to 
paſſe matters of the greateit mo- 
ment, rather makes than findes the 
fitteſt inſtruments ; as one wo 
would rather have the fubj= + in- 
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debted to his choice, than his 
choice to our eſtimation. Hee to 
whom it was as calic to create, as 
ſubornca Creature , could as well 
giveor take occaſion, and for his 
facred purpoſe as ſoone fortitie the 
weakelt, as ſingle out the (trongeſt, 
Achitophel; politick advice \ugge- 
ſted to +46/o/0v, defeated by (hr- 
hat, communicated to Zaavck and 
Abiather the Prieſts, 1s at length 
by Davids ſervants dilcovered by a 
woman, 4 filly Maid , whoſe unex- 
perienced youth, unable ſexe , and 
meaner eſtate, could exprefſe no o- 
ther character than weakneſle ; is 
notwithſtanding deſigned out by 
God , as the choiceſt inſtrument of 
ſecuring the ſtate of 1/rae/, and a 
Kings delivery, The rareſt work- 
manthip is commended as much by 
the worſt as the beſt inſtruments ; 
and it is Gods frequent practice 
(to ſpeake with the Apoſtle ) to 
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make knowne the riches of his glory 
on the veſſels of his mercy, Our Sa- 
viour Chrift,to whom all the Kings 
and Emperours of the carth owed 
obſervance, whoſe leaſt alliance 
could have royalized tie baſeſt fa- 
mily, was pleaſed notwithſtan- 
ding as an inmate to make himfelfe 
a paſſage into this World through 
Maries negleted wombe : His 
Cradle was no better than a crib, 
and his firſt entertainment no 
higher than 7-/ephs Fortunes, Nei- 
ther was his birth a better argu- 
ment than his life and ations, He 
might have breathed in the ayre of 
fome Princes Court a Kingly edu- 
cation, or committed the tuitton 
of his youth to the inſtitution of 
the learned Deftors : Rome was 
then in her pride , and {et the foote 


_ of her magnificence on the necke 


of the proudeſt Nations : A- 


thens , the Mother of the Grecian 
d 


wiſe- 
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wikdome, had long ere this try- 
umphed in her fruitfull and glori- 
ous of-ſpring ; and the Scribes and 
D otters at leruſalem ſitting in Ac- 
ſes Chaire, could hve challenged 
a right beyond thzD 4ph1ck Oracle; 
and yet we hnde neither his know- 
ledge fathered by the 1nolt famous 
teachers, nor his manoers indeb- 
te:! to the ſevereſt infti utron, The 
ſhop of a M chanitian ij:eincd his 
fir{t eAcademy . the Publicans and 
fnners his familiur hots*& friends, 
and the poore 1 itherm2a returni:2 
from their broi{2n n:ts, admitte 
into the nuunber of his choyce Dit- 
ciples, By which wee Chrittians 
may be tau zht,not to repoſe ſo much 
conidence in the ſtreazth of our 
mizhty and great co::f-derates, as 
ronegle the in4iriry and good wil 
of our weakelt and m2an:{t aſſoct- 
ates. Firgi' filly Gnat could awa- 
kea the fluggith Shepheard from his 
imprc» 
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improvident ſlumber, to decline 
the approaching Serpent ; and the 


. impotent Piſinire hath bin taught to 


rouze up the _—_ Lyon, to make 
an eſcape from the Hunters fnares. 
Thus wee finde the chaine of God 
Almightizs providence linkt toge- 
ther by ſo many dep2ndant cauſes, 
began in Gods Counſell , ſeconded 
by Davids prayer, continued in 
Chuſhar's loyalty , and eAb/olons 
weakneſk ſhut up at length in the 
ation of a filly Mayd : which asan 
introduction might lead our dif- 
courſe a Scene further , to the laſt 
C ataſtrophe - and cAchitophels 
bloody. Trazedy ; to which, ha- 
ving ſo much at this tune treſpaſſed 
on your patience, I thall ( God wil- 
ling Jengage my next exerciſe, 
T o God the Father,God the Son, and 
God the holy Ghoſt be aſcribed al gle- 
ry, power, and praiſe, now and for e- 
vermore, Amen, 

Achito- 


ASITIAIITITETTTE 
Ac hicoph el 
| Ti be vicked Polititian, | 


2SAMUEL Chap.17,Ver,23, 
And when Achitophel ſaw that ht 
connſell was not followed, he ſadled 
bn aſſe, and aroſe, and gate home, 
and ſet bis houſe in order, and han- 
ged himſelfe, and was buried in the 
ſepulcher of his Fathers, 


—— 


T he third part. | 
E muſt needs runne, whom 
deſperation leads , and the 
Devill drives. That old Ser- 


pent, that firſt ſet miſchicte a worke, 
ſcornes 


| 
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ſcornes as much to retire, as de- 
lights to perſevere , and neither 
ſlacks or _ his pace till he finde 
the place of execution. How farre 
his wicked induſtry hath gone hand 
in hand with Achitophels treache- 
r.us deſignes , your preſent mc- 
mory may witneſle in my former 
exerciſe and youur attention, The 
defeate of his pernicious counſell, 
with the comin preſentiug them- 
ſelves to the horrour of a guil 

conſcience, ſeconded as well wit 

outward diſgraceas inward diſcon- 
tent, turnes his owne weapon &a- 
gainſt himſclfe, and makes his po- 
licy the moſt exquifite inftrument 
of his owne deftru&tion, This great 
Polititian, whom as the Oracle of 


| God, the people of 1/-ael had never 
ſuſpe&ed of inconſtancy, or accuſed 
= 


indiſcretion ; whoſe wiſe ſervice 
had inſtruted Ab/elox in all his 
parts,and fo judicioufly(as it were) 
: chalk 
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chalkt out unto him the way to Se- * 
veraignty , might ſeeme to deſerve 
more in the eyes of Ab/o/9» than ' 
ipriion. What lefſe reward can |! 
beſt indultry expe&t, or grati- | 
tude expreſſe than acknowledg- |: 
ment or approbation 2 What grea- | 


m 
Ou 


ter evidence of preſent ability can 
our underſtandings miniſter, or our 
hopes promiſe, than the ſtampe and 
ſeale of our former ations ? Had 
Chwuſras ever ſhewed himſelfe fo 
wiſe, or Achitophel fo weake,that 
Chaſhai in the ſtale ſhould over- 
poize eAchitophel ? Shall the fancy 
.of a ſhallow Courtier conquer the 
wit and expericnce of fo great a 
Stateſ-man-? and the ſmooth tongue 
of flattery over-reach the deepc 
grounds of a ſetled judgment ? 
W hat then remaines for Acbitephe!, 
than by his ſudden flight to expreſſe 
his noble indignation , and forc- 
ſhew Abſoloxs mince in his owne. 

| He 
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| He will hang himſelfe firſt to teach 
| Abſolon the way to the ſame cnd, 
/ and to outſtrip him 1n the laſt ac, 
| rather politickly prevent than baſc- 
: ly feare the ſhamefull ſtroke of exe= 
| cution, And Achitophel /aw that his 
| connſell was not followed, &-c. | 


2. The Scene whercon we now. 
enter , contaynes the lalt actions 
of Achitophel , whoſe Cataſtrophe 
ſhuts up all in his ſhamefull end, & 
honourable buriall, lhe aQtions 
preceding his death, are expreſſed 
1n theſe foure circumſtances :17 hat 
he ſadled hi affe, 2 That hee went 
home, 7 That he put his honſe 11 or» 
der, 4 That he hanged himſelfe, In 
the firſt, we may ohrve his Tyran- 
ny, in impoſing on his ſilly Ale 
the burthen ofhis tranſgreſſion. In 
theſecond his Treachery , in lea- 
ving his Maſter in his greateſt ex- 
tremity, Inthe third his worldly 
providence, in preferring the pre- 

ſervation 


Achitophel. 


ſervation of his temporall eſtate, | 


before the preſervation of his owne 
foule. In the fourth his deſperate 
execution of himſelfe in diſtrt of 
Gods mercy., and daring his ju- 
ſtice to the laſt extremity, The lat- 
ter clauſe concernes his ceremuni- 


ous funcrall ; which howſozver in | 


itſelfea pation as we reſpe&t Achi- 
tophel as the _— zyet fo farre as 
it may have reference to his former 
teſtament and ordination, wherein 
this may ſeeme included, it may be 
tearined an ation .wherein hee 
ſhewed himſelfe ambitious to file 
and furbiſh oyer the ſtaine of his 
ſhamefull life, and end with an ho- 
nourable buriall, Theſe are the liſts 
of my preſent meditations , where- 
in as God ſhall enable my diſconrſe, 
and your Chriſtian patience ſecond, 
T ſhall procced in order, and firſt of 
the firſt, [He /adled bi aſe. 

3 So contagious hath beene the 
' ſinne 


e 


| 
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ſinne of our firſt Parents, that 
onely uſurped juriſdi&ion on man- 
kinde, thz ſpawne of our Fa- 
ther Adam ; but invaded with- 
out reſiſtance Natures univerfall 
Monarchy : in ſo much, as the 
Heavens, Elements, Plants, and - 


| Braſts themſelves by the divine. in- 


ſtitution of their creation,as dif- 
daining to ſcrve ingratitude, are by 
the Apoſtle faid to groane under 
their tedious burthen,and defire to 
beat liberty, Why the creature 
ſhould defire this freedome, foure 
reaſons are alleaged by Peter Mare 
tr on the Romans, Firſt,becauſe of 
his perpetuall turinoyles and Ia- 
bours , ſerving onely for the uſe of 
man. Secondly,becauſe they toge- 
ther ſuffer the fame aftliaion. Third- 
you of the ſympathy and fellow- 
ecling of one anothers adverſity, 
Fourthly, and laſtly, which is 
the greateſt of all, becauſe they 
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are c6ltrained to becom the ſervile * 
inſtrument of fin,& by conſequence 


the ſabjets of Gods fury, This 
wrath of God, though generall ( as 
we have faid) to all the creatures, 
we finde no where morc legible 
than in thefilly Afſe ; a beaſt created 
as it might ſeeme:to torture it ſclfe, 
to ſupply the defe& of mans indu- 
ſtry.: whexein, according to the E- 


. Egyptian. Hieroglyphicks uature ſeems 


to have pattcrnd, forth, unto us:the 
exact Image of Parsence, Fortitnde, 
and Fragelity, gifts notunworty 
the choyce of the moſt generous 
temper , had not the ſfinne of man 
expoſed them rather to ſcorne than 
imitation; Such is the unchriltian 
cenſure of our ſupercilious times, 
who difdaine; to falute vertut, 
Except the come accontred 1n 
Golden garments, Ofthis poorc 
Creature, notwithſtanding, wherc- 
of they, {carne the name, they 
E cannot 
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cannot want the uſe _:!; the igng- 
miny of a-ſervile diſpoſition, is 
the reward of -his belt ſervices 
the profitable fruites of his pain= 
full induſtry, the glory and  ims+ 
provement of his Maſters ambi- 
tious husbandFy, If ſach- injuſtice 
offered by a man to a ſervile beaſt 
lceme oppoſite to the Lawes com- 
mon equity, which commands eye- 
ry thing his owne : how huge in 
the eycs. of every Chriſtian Iudge' 
(wels their tyranny,who command 
their ſervants and .inferiours to 
carry, the burthen of their trank 
grelljons ; as though they: meant to. 
ride them on the ſptirre, with 
themſelves to hell, The obedi- 
ence of Achitophels Aﬀſe to ferve 
him. in this wicked ation was 
onely. paſſive: ...as of one to whom 
the law ofnature had preſcribed no 
other rule than his maſters reines; 
but the facred Image of God 
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Rampt in the reaſonable foule of 
man is to us both Law and liber- 
- as well to preſervethe rights 

of Magiſtrates, as our owne pri- 
viledge. An obedience we juſtly 
oweto our ſuperiours , both «:i>e 
and paſſive , ſo farre forth as it 
may ſtand with the right of nature, 
and Gods honour, as that which 
God expreſlely commands,and no 
community can want,But when the 
fword of the Magiſtrate pretends 
a Title to any part of divine pre- 
rogative, it findes alwayes in the 
way of reſiſtance the right of the 
cauſe or ſincerity of a good con- 
ſcience, whercon, as one a rock 
of Adamant , it may ſooner hack 
it ſelfe in pieces, than make a 
breach for entry, Hence wife 
Magiſtrates may be taught to cx- 
at no more of their inferiours 
than their commiſſion from God 
darcs. © countenance, or their 
- duty 
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duty to him commands ; much 
lefle in regard of their owne 
worth to ſlight the good offices 
of the meaneſt ſervant. Our con- 
ſciences and opinions arc ſeldome 
ſo flexible as our: joynts to fawne 
on greatneſſe : neither is the 
judgement of the wiſeſt Gover- 
nour able ſo much to challenge 
a Monarchy in the weakeſt under- 
ſtanding, as to command opl- 
nion. Halaams Aﬀe could fee the 
Angel of the Lord with his 
Sword drawne againſt him, 
when his Maſters eyes were ſhnt; 
and therefore had good reaſon 
to leave. beating his Poore beaſt, 
when hee openedhis mouth to pre- 
vent his danger, But if any wife 
Chriſtian defire the miniſterial] 
offices of theſe ſervile creatures, 
let them imitate the example 


. of our Saviour CHRIST, who 


came meckely on an Afe, ri- 
= ding 


Azhitophel. 


riding into Jeruſalem, where the 
Enſignes of gracious acceptance, & 
the ats of He/anxa's applauded 
his arrivall : not as Achitephel,who 
rofe in haſte, and went home to his 
houſe;not like our Saviour to fave, 
but like himfſelfe to betray his 
friend, Which is the next circum- 
ſtance which awaits our obſervati- 
on. And he aroſe, and went heme to 
his houſe, 

4. The tmieſt touchſtone of friend- 
ſhip 18 adverfity, which commonly 
unmasketh our enemics to diſco- 
very ; and ſingles out our beſt 
friends for tryal. Here Aehimtophel, 
as an i11 Afﬀor, fainted in the laſt 
Scene, and choſe rather to ſhew 
himſelfe what he was, than what 
he ought. His Maſter Ab/o/0», whom 
hehad engaged to fo great a Uan- 
ger, he left to greater : Sinke hee 
might,or {wimme for him , as the 
Windy guſt of his new cms. 
inc 
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the inconſtant tive of occaſion plea- 
ſed to befriend him. His freat 
hopes grounded on the riſe of eFb» 
foton,, having promiſed ſo much in 
the bud , bezanne to wither cre 
they {aw the blofſome : anf1avain 
project -1t ſezmed unto him to 
venture with a bankrupt, and 
out of his maſters blalted field. to 
expet a harveſt, |f Ab/o/on will 
nzedes wed himſ?lfe to his owne 
will, and his ſeducers counell, 
lect him runne his owne hazard : 
Achitephel ſtands engaged no fur- 
ther than his ow nediretion, If 
eAt/clon tallfo ſhort of his ambi- 
tious withes, as Achitophels wile 
augury , let him ſuffer alone him- 
ſelfe, as not deſerving Achirophels 
pitty or ſociety, Hee was once 
warned , and therefore twice ar- 
med, to withſtand ſo weake an 
flay lant as Chuſeay his feigned 
friend. And why fhall Achirophel 
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ſhew himſelfe ſo ſuperſtitions to 


obſerve him who negles him- 
{elfe, and flights *his friends ? 
Two dangers here offer them- 
{clyes at once ; the one the deſer- 
tion of his young Maſter,the other 
the neglet of his owne eſtate, 
But witn a Politician the choice 
is caſie ; and therefore it 1s time 
to hye him home to order his 
owne houſe, which had left the 
Common-wealth in a cumbuſtion, 
His miſter might aſwell findc 
him abſent, as negle him pre- 
ſent, and ſooner mcete him in 
his dcath than counſfaile, From 
whoſe example a good Chriſti- 
an may be taught ſo much policy, 
to tryc his friends in adverſity, cre 
he truſt them in proſperity, Thoſe 
Vermines which undermine the 
houſe, are taught to runne from 
the ruine, and quit that manſion 
which preſerycd them , becauſe 

they 


Py Him i 6% Hh<«+c oS 


Achitophel. 
they never loved it further than 
it ſerved their owne purpoſe, But 
a true friend hides himſclfe aga glo- 
worme obſcured in the day of pro- 
ſperity to reſerve his light for the 
obſcure night of adverſity. (Þu- 
fray , as we have formerly ſhew- 
ed, had lefle reaſon to ſuſpet A4- 
ehitepbels head, to want Abſo- 
lons arme, than Davias arme to 
want direction : yet to prom 
the loyalty of a friend , he choſe 
rather to caſt himſelfe on raſh 
adventure, than knowne experi- 
ence; and hazard the Shipwracke 


of himMfe to favea friend. If any 


man ſhould demand how farre 
friendſhip may challenge ajuriſdi- 
Aion in our converſation ? God 
will anſwer : that Hee mult firſt 
joyne ere, wee ſhake hands, A 
true and juſt amity ſhines not fo 
much in the ſubje& wherein it 
growes, as on the objet wherean 

» G 5 it 


Achitophel. 


it growes ; as that which deſires: 


not ſo much to purchaſe as to de- 
ſerve applanſe, tt was a poore ſhift 
of Naaman out of the hncerity of 
his unfeigned love: to excuſe his 
feigned Idolatry in this fort, hen 1 
core into the Temple of Rimmon and 
my maſter beweth downe to the I- 
mage and leaneth on wy ſhoulder,and 
he leaneth downe with me , the Lord 
be merciful wnto me in this thing. 
Had his eye offended him , or his 
hand ike his meflage, hee 
' had not onely ſufficient , - but com- 
mand to pluck out the one, and cut 
off the other : much more arc 
we warranted to diffolve the 
ſtrongeſt contrat betwixt outward 
Friends, where Cod ſhakes his 
rod betweene a friends impiety 
and our aftetion, But neither 
of theſe motives found footing in 
Achitephel; deſigre, Pad the di- 
ſtruſt , or diſlike of his maſters 


cauſe 
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cauſe difſwaded* fartherance,, hee 
had net ſuffered him fo farre to 


runne beyond. prevention, Had 
his motive afterwards grounded 


it ſelfe on juſtice, he might have 


' turned his counfaile another 


way, rather to his maſters good, 
than his owne rune ; at leaſt by 
hjs ſubmiſſion hee might have pee- 
ced upthis breach of treaſon, and 
have caſt his fortunes on ſo fa- 
vourable a calme as Davias at- 
tonement with his deare, thongh 
rebellious A&/olon, But Ab/olons caſe 
was deſperate, his owne treaſon e- 
vident, Davids remiſſive pardon 
ualikely, his owne houſe unſettled: 
and therefore out of the grounds of 
his owne worldly policy, hee. 
thought 1t more expedient to ariſe 
and goc home to his houſe,and to 
ſet his houſe in order ; which is the 
third , and comesnext inorder.to 
be hand led 0. 

, 5 [n 
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5.ln {ctting of Achitophels houſe 
in order,we may by way of explica- 


tion obſerve two points ; Firſt, - 


what we ought to underſtand by 
his hoz/e , ſecondly, wherein this 
ordering of his houſe conſilted, A 
houſe, fo farreas the word 5 
inthe originall language renders it, 
{ſignifies as much as an artificial re- 
ceptacle firted for habitation;\whence 


 aferwards by an apt AMecronimy , 


expeſſing the place containing for 
the -perſons contained, it was 
taken for a Family, as wee 
finde in Scriptnre mention made 
of the houſe of Saxl, and the 
Houſe of David ; in which 
ſence Omie, or a houſe 15 by Ari- 
fotle in the firſt of his Poletichs, 
defined to bee a daily Scuciety 
of people dwelling together : and 
wlocever the name of Family 
among the Ancients ſeeme to de- 
rive his original from the ſociety of 
divers 
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divers ſervants living under owne 
roofe and regiment : yet uſe hath 
taught it ſo farre toenlarge it ſelfe, 
as to ſignific a company conſiſting of 
three eſſentiall parts, to wit , of 
the Husband , and the Wife, of 
the Father, and the Sonne, of the 
Maſter, and the Servant ; the due 
adminiſtration of which , wherc- 
in every member anſwers an har- 
mony to preſerve the whole, wee 
call Occonomie , or good Husban- 
dry : an inſtitution founded on 
the Law of Nature, as the firſt and 
ſtrongeſt band of humane ſociety, 
and the firſt ground-worke of a 
common-wealth., The ſetting of 
ſach a houſe in order , which is the 
next point tobe ſcanned , is cither 
the generall adminiftration - of a 
family , which wee may call Huſ- 
bandry ; or elſe a finall determi- 
nation of matters as wee would 
they ſhould ſtand at the time of 


our 
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our death , expreſſed in our laſt wil 
and teſtament, | 

Herein Achitophel , although a 
wicked caytiffe , ſcarce deſerving a 
gord Epithete, ſeemed to ſhew as 
much piety as policy , in ſetling his 
eſtate by providence while he lived, 
which after his death might be 
fhipwrackt by difſention or confu- 
ſion, So muchof the image of God 
he had left undefaced.in him, as to 
ſhew him ſome obſcure glimpſe of 
eternity, to ſeeke that being in 
poſterity by propagation , which 
the times diſaſters were readier to 
cancell than preſerve, A preſident 
ſurmounting the example of many 
Chriſtians of our times, who imagt- 
ning all the world to be borne for 
them, and them for themſelves,neg- 
le& former preſidents , and-ſtop the 
paſſage to all poſterity, as if the line 
drawne'ent ſo many ages from their 
ficit father «Adm, ſhould break off 
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with themſelves , and attaine its 
higheſt pitch in their perfeRions. 
It was a notable though arrogant re- 
ply of Iphicrates to Hermo#ima in 
Platarch , boaſting too muchof his 
continued line and ancient nobility; 
Nobilitas mea in me incipit, tmainte 
aeſyt ; Wherein he vaunted himfelte 
by providence and vertue to haveſo 
much improved as the other to have 
decocted his fortunes and ancient 
family. To lend poſterity a head, 
may to a wiſe man ſeeme a greater 
glory than to borrow from anceſtry 
a tayle : and on the other fide, to 
play away in ſport our predeceflors 
labours, a greater diſhonour than to 
piſfe on our Parents aſhes , or raze 
their monuments. Amoneſt all the 
temporall blelings of Almighty 
God, promiſed or derived as re-. 
wards to his faithfull ſervant, I 
finde none greater in holy Writ 
than the multiplying of "their m 
an 
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and ſpreading of their Family : 
+ Behold ( faith God to Abraham) 1 
will make of thee a mighty people, and 
that which God in his eſpeciall fa- 
vour prizes as fo great a guzrdon to 
his beſt favorites, ſhall unwor- 
thy man eſteeme a trifle, and valuc 
ſofarre below the rate ? Hee that 
proviaes not for his family , is worſe 
thaw an infidell, (aith the eApoſile. 
Not ( I ſuppoſe ) that a provident 
Heathen was abſolutely to be pre- 
f:rced before anzgligent profeſſor : 
but that in this compariſon of ſet- 
ling a mans eſtate after him in,ze- 
gard of poſterity ; a wiſe infect! 
might challenge a precedency be- 
fore a carcleſſe. Chriſtian ; accor- 
ding to that of our Saviour in the 
Goſpell , The Children of thts 
world are- wiſer in their generati- 
#» than the children of light, Herc- 
in Achitophels policy ſhooke hands 
with honefty which kldome met 
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before in confort : but no ſooner 
could they meete but part, as if 
they meant to meete no more, Hee, 
ſtled his worldly eſtate on earth, 
but forgot his eternall hope inhea- 
ven, He reſerved to himſelfe ont 
of all his Legacies the worme of a 
guilty conſcience , which he could 
as well ſhake off as himſelfe; 
which leads our difcourſe to a ſe- 
cond obſervation ariſing from this 
point, That worldly wiſe politi- 
tians proove moſt unprovident for * 


futare life, and preferre temporal 


bleſſings before eternal happi- 
neſſe, 

6 Where a mans treaſare tu,there 
will his heart be alſo, faith our Sa- 
viour, Whence a Reaſon may bee 
rendred why Achitophel deſpairing 
of any portion among the Saints 
in Heaven, {ct his minde to dif- 
poſe of poſſeſſions here on earth, 
which the wiſdſt _ 
, © 


7 
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of Phileſophers have cſteemed no o- 
ther than the complement of tem- 
porall felicity, are the maine of 
their ambition, while the fruition 
of rhe eternall joyes in Heaven 
ſtands as doubtfull in their hopes, 
as urſetled in their opinion, Bur 
this providence in diſpoſing world- 
ly affaires, at the beſt can be repu- 
ted no other, than the child of Vas 
are, whoſe mole-eyes through the 
glimmering light of humane rea- 
fon, can hardly pierce ſo farre as its 
owne ſpheare ; much lefte through 
the clouis of humane 1gnorance, 
and the worlds contagious fogs, c- 
pen to it ſelfe a pafſage to that cter- 
nall glory, to which none but the 
light of grace can diret 'or com- 
mand an entrance. No marvaile 
then if worldly men , having all 
their cares bounded in this world, 
runne alwayes in the fame circle, 
and reſpe& onely their, owne cen- 
tcr, 
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ter, diſdaiming (as it were) any 
intoreſt in any fuperiour Octe This 
they eſteeme their higheſt heaven,. 
without the which, with + £ri/forle 
they can imagine neither Loc ,nor 
Temp ., neither place to contayne 
their treaſure, nortiine'o adde to 
their mortality ; if at any time by 
the permiilive indulgence of Al- 
mighty God , ſome ſparkle of grace 
preſents it ſeIfe,it is but as the light- 
ning, no ſooner 1=ene, but loſt ; <- 
nou2h to ſhewit ſelfe , but too lit- 
tle to give direQion.: enough for 
their curioſity to diſpute, but too 
much for their faith to apprehend : 


-And therefore rather reſolve they to 


ſet up their reſt inthis world, which 
they know ; than to hazard them- 
ſelves on ſo dangerous a diſcovery, 
wherein they ſhould ſhew them- 
ſelves at leaſt dittident , - if not de- 
ſperate, 


This leemes to haye bin thereſs- 
lation 
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Intion of wicked (Caine , who al- 
though ſhut out from GODS pre- 
ſence, fought out a place in the 
land of Ned to build a City which 
might beare his name, and preſerve 
tis Family, Himſfelfe, as it were, 
branded with the black coale of re- 
probration , he quickly ſibmitted 
to perdition in this deſperate reſo- 
lution , Ay ſinne 35 greater than can 
be forgiven me, Mis poſterity hee 
committed rather to chance and 
policy, than to Gods protection ; 
as though his owne care had beenc 
ſufficient to undermine the Di- 
vine providence ; or at leaſt he had 
proved ſo good a proficient in the 
Schoole of policy , as to worke his 
owne deſperate fortunes to his 
ſonnes advantages, Amongl[t ma- 
ny ſuch examples of this kinde, 
which in this age of ours are too 
too frequent, I finde none more 
remarkable than . of a certaine 

: Lawyer, 
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Lawyer, whom Befarmine (as him- 
ſelfe reports ) in the time of his 
ſickneſle comming to viſite, and 
urging unto prayer and confeſlion, 
replyed, that hee conld wiſh that 
prayer were matte for his wife and 
children, whoſe welfare in this 
world hegreatly tendred ; for him- 
{clfe as loſt and deſperate , he gave 
over to perdition : Bellarmines ob- 
fervation. of this deſperate man, 
might me thinks have opened his 
eyes to have ſcene that myſtery of 
iniquity cloſed up in their Babyle- 
wh Hierarchy, How many chon- 
ſand ſoules whom they ought to 
purchaſe unto Chriſt, fell t 
dayly unto Sathan to buy their 
owne gaine or greatnefſe , as if 
they conſpired all in one to ſhip- 
wracke their hopes of another life 
in Heaven, to bolſterup a Papall 
Aſonarchy heere on carth. ir 
Fire of | Purgatoric had long 
fince 
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fince bin extin@,, had it not main» 
tained the: Popes kitcbin ; Their 1n- 
dulgences had lung ſince waxed 
ſtale, and laine upon their hands, 
had not: the: coſtly-marriages of the 
Papes Neeeces,,ar rather Danghiers, 
&Etthem out'i1 a new Edition ,' to 
make them vendible, The Idoll of 
their - pretended Swpremary. had 
waited adoration ,, and / eters 119d- 
ginary Charrebinbioken , and furs 
ted tothe;ggromd ,, had: not \coye+- 
touſneſſe on the one fide, pompe and 
ambition onthe other; as twodup- 
rters: laboured. to: keepe ..it 
right, 'Andilittle could Saint Paw/ 
hicielfe! effteft : By his powerfull 
preaching among ſach Athenians, 
with whom: there 1s never wan- 
ting a Demerran4., a Silver-Smithy 
who, leaſt his ſhrines! ſhould: want 
file, wall: Qoutly. ſtand up, for the 
honour of Dia»s': Temple : Well 
may wee'call that a mecre po/itioky 
religions 


_ Achitopoel. 

religion , or rather a. masikgd A- 
rhei/me , wherein Gods pretended 
ſervice is ſetup asa piller tounder- 
propanAntichriſtian Hierarchy and 
Relagion , which ſhould command 
aur, beſt, obſervance, becomes tlig 
ſlave and ſervant to ambitian, Here- 
in Achirophels deſigne ſcemes to fal 
ſhort of their induſtry « He ſets his 
houſe in order, (for ought we find) 
without, any {ence 'of, Religion. or 
prejudice.to Gods Church. : Theſe 
men uſe the Sword of þ ou airy va 
gainſt, Religion;, conſtrayning her 
at once, both to inflict, Nin {mart 
at.her: owne. wounds,, cAchjtophel 
left the.Common-wealth ina com- 
bultion, to ſet his owne hanſe in or- 
der : but theſe fire-brands of State, 
{et their owne houſes. in order fir't, 
that they may the more caſily,di{- 
turbe the good temper of a {ftled 
Common-wea'!th, «Aehitophel, for 
ought we know,ſhut up all his trea- 

cherous 
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cherous defignes in his owne exe- 
cation ; leaving as hereditary ra- 
ther the ſtaine than the guilt of 
his odious Treaſon to poſterity. 
But theſe leſwiticke fafors unwil- 
ling to cut off the entraile of their 
trayterous inclinations eyther by 
deſpaire or repentance; like a brood 
of vipers bequeath a legacy of their 
venemous quality unto their off- 
ring : in whichas out of a Cocke» 
trices egges is hatched , preſerved, 
and multiplyed the accurſe( pawne 
of treachery and ſedition, Which 
laſt clauſe leads our diſcourſe to a ſe- 
cond point , to wit, the confiderati- 
on of Achitephels death in that hee 
hanged himſelfe, which comes next 
in order to be handled. 

In «Mchitephels death you may 
with me obſerve two cſpeciall 
points : 1. The cauſe, 2.The man- 
er, The cauſe grounded on the mo- 
tive fore-mentioned in my former 

| _ ExET- 
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exerciſe was Deſpaire : The man- 
ner-of his death as ſhamefull and 
ignominious as his life and action, 
' Tobegin withdeſpatre , wee ſhall 
finde 1t an infirmity of mans nature; 
rather deſerving mens pitty than 
indignation, A child it is whom 
the guilt of ſinne begets on an C- 
vill conſcience ; which no ſoones 
beholds the light, but covets dark- 
neſt, as if it made no more uſe of 
life,than to inſtru him in the next 
way to death. In this bottomleſſe 
pit of deſpaire , wherein no paflen- 
ger could caft Anchor, Achitophet 
now findes himfelfe plunged, . and 
therefore as arreſted by deaths im- 
mediate Sergeant, prepares for 
his next appearance, Better* dyc 
once than feare alwayes, and 
ſhut up all miſchiefes in one 
death , than ſpinne out life in ma- 
ny miſchiefes, Theſe lofty Scenes 
of State wherein eAchitephel hath 
d H cithcr 
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either hitherto acted himſelfe,, or 
prompred others, muſt not ſhut up 
inan ill: araſtrophe , and who fit- 
ter to _ than he who began this 
Statol ragedy?To live at another 
| cone Ara. 51 theimal- 
Iſt privitcige ofaſubjodt: to dyc 
at his ewnc command, 'the greatdt 
prerogative ofa Kj Abaſcheads- 
man men muſt not (hare < ron aglory 
#s the chopping .off a hcad m_ 
hed with fo much poticy ; 
Tnſtice 'feme'to. cntreat wy x 
"ther hands [than his owne'tn his 
Rarely execution. Behold here the 
aft vdolutioniof this matchiefic 
Politician, propoſed afterward(as 
# ſcemes ) as, a patternc td many 
—_— Jpirits. amongſt the Heather, 


ole judgements infatuated with 
falſe * Lis. org miſtonfter the 
badge *eotartie foods: moſt ho- 


nourable Mfeale -of courage ': as. if 


it-weroa poynt of valour to ſhake 
hands 
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hands with death, and faintly 
give themiclyes over to his mer- 
cy , with whom as an encqay they 
ought to. combate. True honour 
er feares to (tare death in the 

ace , but ſeldome courts it as a 
friend , oftcn as a corrivall it trug- 
glcs withit forviRtory , but never 
gives yp the hilts,or cries quarter, 
=—— by a =_ _ 
portioned ſtrengt ndes 
them wxeſted from his hands. So 
rear an impreſſion notwithſtan- 
ing gat this wicked opinion of 
folfe-killing amongſt the ancicnt 
Romer, that a ſpeedy diſpatch 
of our ſelves in ca of extrcamie 
ties , ſeemed to challenge as much 
honour as with a Chriſtian it de- 


fexveth ſhame ; as wee finde it 


not recorded onely, but in a 
manner recommended by that 
turne-coate Lypſins, out of the 
principles.gf his Sroical Philoſophy; 

H 2 who 
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whoſe broken rudiments he had(as 
it kemes )berter conned than Chri- 
frianity, But how farre out of our 
voluntary diſpoſition we ought to 
entortaine the ſtroak-of death,is not 
eaſie to determine without diſtin- 
@on.: Aconcurrence of our wils 
we may interpret two wayes : Cci- 
ther for a Paſſive obedience, in- 
debted rather to conſtraint than 
choyce, wherein Nature ſubmits 
her {clfe to Tultice or neceſſity : or 
an Attive violence derived for the 
moſt part from feare or raſhneſſe, 
wherein reaſon ſuffers her ſelfe to 
be led captive by boyſtrous Phren- 
fie, arming the ſtrength of unwil- 
ling nature againſt her owne bo- 
ſome, and life her ſweet compani- 
on, The former . concurrence of 
our aſſent, or at leaſt ſubmiſſion 
to ſuchextremities, we finde war- 
ranted not onely by permiſſion 
but command , fo farre forth, = 
| the 
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the Tuſtice of rhe cauſe conſpiring 
with a regulated conſcience im- 
ports neceility. Thoſe bleſſed 
ALartyrs of the Church , whoſe 
glorious wounds and skarres ſhine 
as ſo many orient Pearles in their 
white robes ff fantity, have 
markt and fſeald them out to' Po- 
ſerity as examples of the' higheſt 
imitation, Thoſe: valiant Cham- 
pions. in defence of their Countrie 
and Religion expoſed to the mer- 


. ctleſle javwes of death, or the bloo- 


dy phangs of uncertaine hazards 
ina Chriſtian warreftare, what age 
{o envious whiclr will not crowne 
with prefent honour, and regiſter 
to future admiration? Yea, wic- 
ked mwalctators themſelves, in 
whom iwtice often prevents Na- 
ture \m an untimely execution, 
may leeme to cancell ſome part 
of their former guilt in givin?, 
by their ſubmifive patience' the 

'H3 {triRt- 


Achitophel. 
Krickneſle of the Law a jult fatisfa- 
Qtion. And therefore © without 
queſtion the ſweetnefle of life ought 
not to ſhare ſo great a moyty 
in our affections, as to ſhut out 
our obedience, when either Re- 
tigion ſtands at take, or our 
C onntrey craves onr alliftance, or 
Iuftice challengeth her preroga- 
tive, The other expoſure of mens 
lives to certaine death, whete 
neceſſity on either hand threatens 
apparant ruine without reprivall, 
I could charitably interprete, as 
of Samp/ons deſigne 1n razing the 
houſe to his owne and the Phi- 
{ſtians deſtruftion, or of Lacans 
ard Semeca's advice. in making 
choyce of their owne death by cut- 
ting their owne veines : but tnat 
(ods Almighty Providence 1a our 
greateſt delignes ſhewes 1t ſelfe 
moſt pregnant bzyond mens ex- 


- peRtation, aud commayds rather 
| our 
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our patience than prevention, But 


| forſuch untunely and unuaturall 


defignes, whereinthe hands are 
made tn{tramentall executioners 
to the heart, as pricke oh with 
the horrour of a guilty conſcience, 
and dutruſt of Gods favours, nCi- 
ther Chre/tianiry gave ever preft- 
dent , nor Steicai Phitoſophy a= 


''mong all hec \trt i axtomes a war- 


ranted-precept ; as at ation odious 
both to God and man,which begins 
with finne, and cads with ſhame, 
W hich leades our Diſcourſe from 
the immediate cauſe of his death, 
to wit,his Ve/paire , to the man= 
nerand quality of it , his hamefwll 
end, ' 

B Shame is the ſworne ſervant 
unto ſfinne, an odious, but offle 
cious Hagge ; whom life could 
never entertaine without forrow, 
er death cafily ſhake off, till 
memory forfeit her Records to 


H 4 re, 
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time, and time to oblivion; Tis 
the miſery of guilt with con- 
ſtraint to cheriſh in her boſome 


the childe ſhee hates, and be-. 


queath ſuch a fatall ifſue to po- 
ſterity, whoſe browes ſhall car- 
ry the true ſtampe and character 
of her owne deformity, And how 
great a ſoveraignty ſoever linne 
might ſeeme to challenge in the 
fpheare of humane Nature, which 
our fir{t - Parents by their difobe- 
dievco forfeited to her jurifliti- 
on ; yet ſhall in the end ftinde 
himfeife conquered ; in that ſinne 
tiving tor the moſt part in darke- 
neſſe, ſhnts up all her malice 
with death, while heruntoward 
babe ſhall furvive to upbraide 
her ations in the light, andar- 
raigne her after deathat the barre 
of [uſtice, Had Achirophe! beene 
as provident to prevent an ill re- 


port after death, as ambitious to 
pre- 
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pre ſzpv5 rotation during life, he 
had weaſurcd his aRions by the 
better end, or at leaſt 1n the e- 


'vent direited his worlt ends to © 


better purpoſ: , than loſe at the 
kcal Ich he was fo lot 12a Wi = 
i12, or have ſtained the time of 
his former actions with ſo baſ- an 
ex2cution, H1s eminent gitts of 
WWiſedeme , howſoever ſordid and 
wicked in themſelves, cs dirc-. 
tel rather to I1s own? private 
ends, than Gods glory or the ho- 
nour of the Common-wealth ; 
might notwithſtanding out of a 


fore-conceived opinion of his 


worth, havefound inthe cormon 
voyce, a favourable conſtru:tion, 
Old vices: commonly hnde wel- 
come under RACW . namcs, and 
noting fo witty as $iaze to invent 
new E-ithites to ſhut out ſhame, 
and entertaine plauſtibyity, £Zrx-: 
&ry- and Leachery the banz of Na- 

H 5 ture 
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ture may paſſe currant under the 
Title of gooufellowſhip : [ynoraxt 
prede and /wpercilions contempt may 
call themſelves retyred gravs y, or 
ſftomt magnanimity : Griping cove= 
#oxfnefſe nd baſe V/ury , may tinde 
entertainment under the ſhew cf ' 
thrifty hnsbandry : Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion (hall be (tiled ſevere [us 
\ ftice and ftrift government. At leaſt 
from each of theſe common con- 
nivence would make a ſhift to 
extract ſomewhat which might ſa- 
your of ingenuity to cover guilt 
from the ſtri& inquifition of 
guth , and ſtoppe the harſh mouth 
of centure ', wherein at leaft it 
(hould ſhew it ſelfe no leſle inge- 
nious than Ariffotle in his E- 
thicks, who in painting ont to 
the life his Ido} M#zzam4vyie, is 
obſerved to have ſtolen the chicteſt 
markes of many notorious vices to 
Ccharaker one imaginary vertur, 

; No 
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No worſe but rather better favour 
might Achitophels life ſeeme to 
have deſ:rved , eſpecially amongſt 
the common rout of his infcrionrs, 
who valuing the worth of their ſu- 
periours, imigin2 them as emi- 
nent in; wiſedome as they tranſ- 
cead in greatneſſe, as if they con- 
ceived them faihioned in another 
mould, and wrought to another 
nature ; that the leaſt Nlippes or 
icapes which in ordnary men 
wee can inteepret no other than 
the cft:& of infirmity, ſhould in 
th:m bee thouzht to proceede 
from premeditated counfaile and 
mature deliberation, as Critical- 
ly diretcd to fone eſpecial lend 
or other in the Stat*, But admit 


his ſinfull projets had laine open - 


to diſcovery, yet favouring of a 
reachinz wit, or ſzafoned with 


diſcretion , they might ſeeine 


rather , anon3(t Vulgar judge- 
ments 


! 
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ments , the fruits of politick pre- 
vention than humane wealkneflc, 


Our intelleAuall gifts we common- 
ly value above our CAloral ver tues, 
and therefore hold it a tmaller d1t- 


Paragement to be taxed of di/hone- 


fy than indifcretion ; as if wee ra- 
ther coveted an inkeritince heere a- 
moneglt the chil:{reir of this world, 
than to have our Nainecs cnrolled 
with the children of light, 

Thus farre Achir phe} had carry- 
- ed his matters in ftrch fathion as 
| - might ſpeaxe his wiffome,thouzh 
not his honeſty, Hal c 6/5/07 
throuzh his advice, advanced hin- 
ſelfe to the Throne of //-ar/ , his 
notortons Treafoa had paſſed tor 
profound policy - neither could 
the world ever tearime that-act trea- 
ſon, which is of a King, or fora 
Kings promotion, Had »sAchit6= 
phelr project tlue below expecta- 


tion, (as hedud aticriyard [ir was O 
; WEE 
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Abſolons weakneſle to rejet ad- 
vice, not Achirophels to fuggell 
the beſt counſaile, But ſhift the 
Scen?, ani let the felte-faine Fhe- 
ater, which even now found him 
plutting + +b/lons alvancement; 
contriving the meanes: and manner 
ot his-ownqne death ; and you would 
IMacging Nin ail this witle but to 
bavc pafonated a wit: man, and 
RoW 1n the 2nd to my his pro- 
per hapite ; . like a _certatne beaſt of 
Sept recorded We / lin y mm his 
n. Zaralt hank ory , wh 10m he reports 
to be able to change unſelte into 
all variety of thapes and colours, 
yet returning to his owne forme, 
expreſtes the reſemblance of an 
eſſe: Agood Embleme of 4 wi 
ked Polititian., who fitting as i 
were at the ſterne of Statc , and 
holding the Helme in his hands; 
muſt of neceſſity varie himſctfe 
2 Thowand wayes to obey all 
Winds 


Achitophel. 


winds, and ſecond all tydes, But 
Natwre , which is the worſt dy- 
ſembler of guilty ations , will one 
time or other betray it ſelfe to dif- 
covery, or at lealt, plainz dealing 
Death will ſtrip him naked ,, and 
lay him open unto ſhame, and leave 
him as a toole to mens conteinpt, 
and Gods vengeance. Shime and 
reproach , the moſt unwelcome 
gueſts to Achirophel in his life, arc 
here 1avited as friends to bearc him 
to his Sepulchre ; and the kind and 
manner of Death moſt « dious to 
God and man , is thought the fafeſt 
and fiveeteſt in his foolith choyce: 
Among ſo many wayes whereby c- 
very man may make himſ:1fe a paſ- 
fage unto death, hee mult needs 
chuſe thie worſt todye as a dogge on 
a tree, and make himfelfe guilty 
as \well of his ſhamefull death, as 
the ignominious motive Death is 


the common deltiny of ,mankinde ; 
to 
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to feare or with for death , the 
marke ofa coward , and ſhame of a 
man : To end our courſe of life ina 
warme bed, 1s Natures Tribute, and 
the crowng of filyer haires : to can- 
cell cares in the field by the hand of 
an enemy, 1s the chance of warre, 
aud the honour of a Souldier :To dic 
by the ſentence of Iutice , and the 
ftroke of the Executioner, a fatif[- 
faction of the Law , and ex-1ation 
of the guilt, But to dye: out of co- 
wardiſe and defpaire, to dye by the 
er forced violence of our owne 
hands, to: dyc as a Theefe: on a 
Tree , not expiatinz the guilt of fin 
by giving ſatisfaction to the Law,or 
affording Nature any right in ex- 
pedtation, and which is more than 
all the reſt , to quite the yexations 
of this world , to incurre gu 
in the next, and totread with un- 
refolved feete ' hat unknowne path 
ot death , whoſe. cummon ——_— 

nts: 
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(huts up mn, as doubtfuil'an end, 
as celeltiall joys and tnizroall 
Torinents ; whit feclet judginent 
will not brand with thc otlous 
blot of extream-at folly ? tn £goht 
an | compa: iſo of which , the gi rea- 

teit vanity in the world thoula lof-: 


her name, and fce.ne d fcretion. 


Here we may {:e the weaknetle cf 


bunans wiſton: _ by 
lemptation , 212d aire 21 by tl 

CONMmon encmy of main nr 3$ the 
ſtrenzth of Sampſon orer- na red 
by the wiles of D/#/h ;, whicir 


commonly affords th2 owner no: 


greater *courteiie than contution, 
and their. names and memory no 
Q:her | rophie than a living thame, 
or a lying ſfepulchre, Which by 
Occaſion directs our inc uiry tothe 
third and laitattion , preordained 
(as it ſcemes ) by kinſclfe in his 
life, but exccuted by his friends 


afterdeath, 1 his po:npoys burtall ; 
Te 
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Achitophel. 
He was buried in the jepulthre of ave 
Fathers, 

9 Whether this laſt ation of Sp 
chitophel & rather to be aſcribed to 
Achitephel himſclfe ,. as preſcribed * 
by his laſt will and Teſtament, or 
to his Children , as their laſt duty 
and obligation to their dead Pa- 
rent,we will make no long diſpute, 
It ſeemes an at of both : "wherein 
either party may thare an intereſt, 
as commanded by the one ; and 
executed by the cther, From each 
oblervation may copy out unto us 
ſome uſefull doctrine for inftruRti- 
on, In Achitophels prov idence, 10 
ſeeking to preſerve his name and 
memory in ſo ſlight a Trophy as a 
Stone or Statue , wee may read the 
ſhallow reach of many | olititians 
ofour Age , ambittouſly ſetting up 
their oarnithed Sepulchres in Chur- 
chesand high places , as Idols of 
admiration to be worlhipt by ig- 
norant. 


Achitophel. 


norant ſp:Rators : which notwith- 
Randing ina judicious cenſure live 
onely for a time, to upbraid their 
folly, and fall after a time into the 
duſt and aſhes, as the rotten bones 

they ſhrowd up in oblivion. 
Envious Time, which hath caten 
out the workmanſhip of fo many fa- 
mous Architets, and left not fo 
much as tones or ruines for Anti- 
quity to: boaſt , or poſterity to ad- 
mire ; by the mouth of Hiſtory his 
| belt Secretary, might have difcove- 
red the weakneſlz of ſuch confi- 
dence of fuch , as grounds it felfe 
on ſach uncertainty, Babe/, the 
| ay ambition of humane indu- 
ry, undertaken ( as it were) by 
the joynt handy-craft of mankinde, 
neither by diſparity of religions, or 
difference of languages as yet divi- 
ded into factions ; whercin ( as 
Philo Jadens notes, and Text of ho- 
ly Scripture not obſcyrely inti- 
mates ) 
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Achit ophel. 


mates ) the chiefeſt men of ranke 
and e{t1mation, in engraven tones 
ſought te preſerve their memory ; 
whatother Legacy. in her fall hath 
ſhe bequeathed to our obſervation, 
than the want of diſcovery , the 
whetſtone of diligent Antiquaries, 
and tortures of the moſt curious in- 
quiſition 2 How much better is the 
content of a quiet Conl.ience, 
grounded on the afſurance of Gods , 
promiſes for future happinefle, than ; 
ſuch painted ſepulchres, whichpre- 
ſent in a manner, nothing to polte= 
rity but their owne ruines,and their 
Founders weaknefſe, Neverthe- 
lefſe, frem this othcious care of A- 
chitophels children towards their 
deccaſed Father, may Chriſtians 
be taught the reverend reſpe&t they 
owe to the aſhes of their dead 'An- 

ceſtors. 
The railing up of Monumentall 
Statues to the memory of others, 
: ought 


Achitoph 'el. 


ought wee rather to interpret the 
duty of Poſterity , than the ambiti- 
on of our deceaſed Parents : yet in 
ſuch wiſe , that they ouzht rather 
to humble us with the thought of 
Mortality, than puffe us up with 
glory of our. Pareats Nobility. 
Neither can ſuch Monuments , be- 
ſides ſhameand infamy', ( ifereted 
to wicked men ) expreiicany other 
than the common Epitaph of man- 
kind*, That hee lived, and dyed, 
The #1 *troſt Tyrant in the World 
can command no more : the poo- 
ret bezzer can challenge to him- 
felfe {409 lefle 

Hitherto beloved, hath my dif. 
courſe, ſeconded by y our fa ourable 
Attention followed e-7: mitophel 
through the by-paths and 1:341re&t 
paſſages of his lite and actions from 
the beginning of his conſpiracy 
with Abſolon to his ſhameta!l 
death and pompous pepuichre : : 

whoſc 
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A chitophel. 


whoſe ſtory deſerves a more able / 

diſcovery than my poore deſcripti-/ 
on , out of all theſe circumſtan- 
ccs will miniſter this one true 
and undoubted Corolary : T hat ho= 
neſt y is the beſt policy, When world- 
ly policy commonly hides herlſslfe 
in darkneſſe, and Protexs like, 
transformes herſelfe into a thou- 
land ſhapes to avoid diſcovery ; 
this one onely dares boldly adven- 
ture in the light, and juftifieall 
her a&tions:this ons covets no other 
likeneſſe than her owne, as not 


aſhmed to preſent her face to view 


and cenſure : Finally , this alone 
1s ſuthci1ent to preſerve a compe- 
tent eſtate in this lite, and after 


- death advance us to Chriſts glori- 


ous Kingdom , where wee ſhall 
reigne with hun for ever amongſt 
the Saints in Heaven ; To which 
unſpeakable joy and bliſſe the 
Lord for his mercy ſend us, for 

the 


Achitophel. 


the Merits of his Sonne Ie sus 
Cunr1sT : to whom with the | 
Father, and. the Holy Ghoſt, 
be afcribed all glory, po- ( 
wer, and praiſe now 
and for evermore, 
Ames, 


Dev Triuni lans im aternum. 


FINIS. 


